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This is a conceptual paper on Artificial Intelligence (Al) application in recruitment process,
based on recent studies in the area of Al application in recruitment process. In this paper
authors have tried to find answers to some of the questions regarding application of Al in
recruitment process which are, why recruiters preferring Al based recruitments? Can
application of Al in recruitment process eliminate human biases? Will Al based recruitment
eradicate HR manager? And what is the future of Al applications in recruitment? From the
thorough analysis of recent research papers in this area it is concluded that, there are several
advantages for both, to recruiters as well as to candidates seeking job. Al in recruitment can
promote fair, effective, efficient, unbiased and costQﬁé‘cdve model of recruitment, therefore

changino the HR role and the leadino to antomated recruitment nracess Future research can
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a. Covid 19 and its effects on India's labour market
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Covid-19 and its effects
on India’s Labour
Market

b

Mahima Yaday ’ ?
e

Abstract

This paper attempis 1o understand the effect of the COVID-19 shock
on the unemplovability of the labour workforce and professionals in
India. This pandemic is like a wildfire whercin all global economies
faced the heat and many got burned with long-lasting scars and
denting domestic demand and supply. trade, and finance. India s per
capita income for 2020is 135,000 leaving many crippled and tipping
millions of people into poverty this vear. My writing is an attempt 10
peep into the effects of a pandemic on the labour market and 10
understand the uneven effects on various sectors. According 1o the
Periodic Labowr Force Survey (2018-19) it is noticeable that 24% of

the workforce is engaged in regular salaried jobs with a steady flow

of income. However out of this category only 2.2% work with a

written joh contract for more than three years having access to
social security benefits. It is therefore likely under COVID situation
that the major chunk of the labour force is likely to face the brunt of
income and job loss in the near future. Further, we will witness the
situation getting worse for the informal workers in comparison to the
formal sectors. The article too seeks to investigate the direct income
support programmes 1o informal workers during pandemic while

focusing on the growing question of vouth unemployment
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From Green Consumerism
to Green Citizenship:

Understanding the Opportunities and Risks of
Green Consumption
Sheetal Kapoor & Parul Tomar

Abstract

Green consumption is closely related to the notions of sustainable consumer
behaviour which addresses the environmental challenges through adoption
of environmentally friendly behaviours. However, the rising opportunities
Jor profit associated with marketing of green products is becoming a
worrisome factor in recent years. Many critics therefore are of the view
that Green consumption has lost its vigour as a movement to save the
environment in recent years. This research paper based on secondary
literature review aims to focus on the derailment of green consumerism
movement in recent years with a rise of niche market for green products
by focusing on the issue of green-washing. It too offer a discussion on the
ways in which this problem can be tackled by developing a pathway to
green citizenship that can save this planet from excessive consumerism. It
Surther adds to its discussion by taking into account the factors impacting
the sustainability issue directly or indirectly with regard to consumption
patterns. Further the major thrust of this paper therefore is to identify
important questions stemming from discontinuities in ¢ pli
patterns, over consumption to more responsible consumption patterns
by following the norms of green consumption paving its way towards
attainment of green citizenship. The paper also highlights and discusses
strategies for consumers, business houses and other stakeholders for a
Seasible roadmap towards attainment of Green Citizenship..

Keywords: Green Consumerism, Green Citizenship, Global Warming,

Climate Change, Sustainable Development
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From Green Consumerism

to Green Citizenship:

Understanding the Opportunities and Risks of
Green Consumption

Sheetal Kapoor & Parul Tomar

Abstract

Green consumption is closely related to the notions of sustainable consumer
behaviour which addresses the environmental challenges through adoption
of environmentally friendly behaviours. However, the rising opportunities
for profit associated with marketing of green products is becoming a
worrisome factor in recent years. Many critics therefore are of the view
that Green consumption has lost its vigour as a movement to save the
environment in recent years. This research paper based on secondary
literature review aims to focus on the derailment of green consumerism
movement in recent years with a rise of niche market for green products
by focusing on the issue of green-washing. It too offer a discussion on the
ways in which this problem can be tackled by developing a pathway to
green citizenship that can save this planet from excessive consumerism. It
further adds to its discussion by taking into account the factors impacting
the sustainability issue directly or indirectly with regard to consumption
patterns. Further the major thrust of this paper therefore is to identify
important questions stemming from discontinuities in consumption

ion to more responsible ¢ ption patterns

patterns, over ¢ Y
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EMPLOYEE-CENTRIC UKGANIZAIIUND
A CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK WITH DRIVERS AND CONSEQUENCES

THE paper seeks to explore the concept of Empleyee-Centric Organizations (ECO). to identify
its drivers and study its impact on emplayees, customers and the arganisation.

Research Design/Methodology: This  studs based on revies of liternture, taken from varied journols

and online sources.

Findings: The study identifies the three major drivers of ECO, ie. Emplayee Engagement, Empioyee
Empouwerment and Employee Enablement, along with identifying the dricers of these three constructs
It also suggests a positive link between ECO and employee-related outcomes and secks to study its
larger impact on customer-related as well as organisation- related outcomes

Research Limitations: The paper procides a conceptusal model for employeecentric arganizations
Houwever. it needs to be empirically calidated.

ag It highlights that emy oremp o
in itself may not be sufficient for organizational success. Rather, managers shall focus on ecreating
employeecentric arganizations. in order to take benefits from the synergy produced by the combination
of these three constructs.

Originality: The paper procides insights into the concept of Employee-Centric Organisations and
suggests a conceptual framework for ECO, along with its drivers and consequences

Key Wards: EmployeeCentric ECO), Emplayee £ Emplayee Emp

Employee Enablement.

Introduction

The employee-centric model reinforces the idea of “Our poople are our best asset” (Jones, 2014). In the
current Workd, “Employees” are being scen 2s the biggest source of competitive advantage for a company
With many companies being in cose competition to ane another, i s their employee that actually gives
them the distinctive edge. Companies which carlier focused an nurtunng a customer<entric culture
have realised that the most important customers for companses are their internal customers. i.e. the
Employees of the compuany

Nayar (2010), in his book — “Employees first. customers second” talks about turning traditional

* Revcurch Schulse Deparmmen: of Econsmics, Lintversity of Delli. Delbl. India
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b.Effectiveness of consumer forums in India

PRAGATI: Journal of Indian Economy
Volume 6, Issue 1, January-June, pp. 69-79
doi: 10.17492/pragati.v6il . 184300

Effectiveness of Consumer Forums in India

Sheetal Kapoor*

ABSTRACT

The Consumer Protection Act, 1986, (CPA) is a socio-economic legislation to protect
and promote the interests of consumers in a unified and effective manner. From the time
of its inception as on 5* July 2018, there have been more than 4.2 Lakh cases pending in
the various Consumer Forums. Thus, after 30 years of implementing CPA, it is time to
reconsider and rethink whether Consumer forums have been able to deliver and provide
speedy justice to the needy in time? Are the members trained enough 1o provide justice,
needs to be revisited? There have been allegations that the lawyers have taken over the
consumer forums and the three-tier judiciary is totally dependent on the Department of

Consumer Affairs for app of bers and fi ial support. The author
identifies impor questi ing from di inuities in CPA, the working of the
consumer forums in India, and suggests implementation of the New Consumer
Protection Bill, 2018, mediation for speedy redressal of lai

Keywords: Consumer forums; Consumer protection; Mediation, Redressal.

1.0 Introduction: The C P Act, 1986

On April 9, 1985 the General Assembly of the United Nations passed a
R, "",',nsclol'v"" for F—— P

Secretarv General United Nations to de the member i ially the

C.The Marvel of Taj: A Competitive Advantage in Brand Positioning in Tourism
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Business Analyst, ISSN 0973 - 211X, 40(1), 45-57, CSRCC

THE MARVEL OF TAJ: A COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE IN
BRAND POSITIONING IN TOURISM

Kalpana Bhakuni” and Sheetal Knpoor"
ABSTRACT

Brands are considered as marketer's tool for creating product differentiation which
cannot be easily copied and replicated. A brand positioning can become a core
competitive advantage in different perspectives of the matter. Taj Mahal is not only a
monument of world repute, but it is a brand in itself. Positioning Taj Mahal as a brand
involves a creative exercise listing down the ideas, benefits and features to convey to its
target tourists. This paper studies the competitive advantage of brand positioning of Taj
Mabhal in tourism today through an empirical study, and how it should be marketed as a
brand, especially through digital portals. The experiential marketing, positive brand
image, virtual identity, are some of the measures to be adopted in branding the Taj. Fora
positioning strategy "Taj’ can be conveyed as unique brand personality of its own in

Heritage tourism.

Key words: Taj, Brand, Destination Branding, Brand Positioning, Heritage Tourism.
INTRODUCTION

The Taj Mahal is a uni Ily admired heritage of the world which is

d. Study on Customer Perception Regarding Service Quality of Banks in India

U Maragement Revew | Vol 7. bison-]_ Jan. - Jone 2015

A Study on Customer Perception Regarding
Service Quality of Banks in India

the iy case

which handlcs financial transactions for 8 they seck redressal. There have been cases
where a consumer's has not been

wuuuuw handled by the bank and has

10 exercise their Banking Ombudsman or at consumer
rights and fulfill their: ﬁny-c-nuhdmnﬂt&
w-‘:‘?’"m' o ;Mhd.iﬁgummn

make them financially the project

has been undertaken. The framework of the  consumers instanly and focus on treating

study was based on

segments in different income cach the light this pap

specific type of services and attempts to understand the level of financial

attention from the bank. Nearly 22 crore inclusion and financial literacy in our

bank accounts have been under the country and amongst various consumer

Prime Minister Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) &0 y an

but it was found that the knowledge of this study, the authors want to measure the level

scheme and ensuring operations in of satisfaction of the quality of banking
accounts is a challenge. and services offered 10 customer

illiteracy are the two major hurdles why the scgments.

Ms. Sonia

Online safety provided by banks in relation to customer satisfaction- In special reference to state bank of India
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Comparing the housing loan facility by state bank of India versus other banks- A study from female customer perspective
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b. Walmarts Flipkart Acquisition:Can it unlock value in Indias E-commerce market



c. Interest-free banking system:A solution for humanity
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Brand & Consumer Perception

Parul Tomar
Assistant Professor, Kamala Nehru College

L. INTRODUCTION:
Brand is a distinctive symbol or name created with the intention to identify and recognize the goods or
services of one seller or a particular group of sellers. Another purpose is 1o differentiate such goods or services
from its competitors.

Brand is essentially the sum of all experiences related 1o the product, service, and companies that make and
deliver the product, Brand perceptions are shaped by
*  functional experiences (i.e. speed, quality, reliability, case of use)
*  emotional experiences (i.e. make me feel better, improve my performance, make my life/job more
gratifying or casier)

the customer associntes with the product and company.

In many cases the competing products and services have very similar feature sets and price points that are
available through comparable channels. Brand can often be the key discriminating factor in a customer's
decision 10 select one product over another.

Brand i and p ped over time through a variety of sources, including:

Previous experience with the brand

Interactions with sales, customer service, and other employees
Recommendations from friends and colleagues

Reviews by reputable sources

Advertising

As such a brand sigmals 1o its customers the specific source of product and attempts to protect both the
producer and customer from competitors who ultimately endeavor 0 provide products that seems to be
identical, The most valuable asset for a firm in i market ivity is the general created
about the brands in the minds of consumers from the investment by firm in previous programs of marketing,

1. OBJECTIVE:
Branded ingredients provide a cue 1o product quality leading to improvement on a number of measures
of luct I and

The objective of this study is to gain an understanding about the effect of branding on the consumers. Another
objective is 1o analyse how past brand related experiences and the present image of the brand affect the
consumer’s decision.

A product’s physical appearance can often bring out affective reactions spontancously as soon as consumers
come across the product and consumers could use these reactions as a basis for both evaluations of the product
and decisions to acquire it. However, a product’s brand name could also produce affective reactions. This could
oceur for several reasons, For example, the brand may have high or low prestige value. Altematively, consumers
may have had positive or negative experiences with a brand in the past, and the affect that these experiences
clicited may have become associated with the brand.

1L KEY FINDINGS:
(hmmu'm,l(mhnundM(Nllxwmammpiﬂmmkﬂ‘mmhg
embedded brand strength.”

International Journal of Business Marketing and Management (I|BMM) (rff;ﬂu_‘ 28
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WORK-LIFE BALANCE
Parul Tomar
Assistant Professor, Kamala Neheu College, Delhi University
1. Intreduction

Work Life Balance is a broad concept including proper prioritizing between “work™ (carcer and ambition) on the one hand and
"life" (Health, pleasure, leisure, family and spiritual development) on the other.

The expression "Work-life balance™ was first used in the United Kingdom in the late 19705 10 describe the balance between an

individual's work and personal life.

Over the past decade, a rise in workplace violence, an increase in levels of absentecism as well as rising workers' compensation
claims are all evidence of an unhealthy work life balance. Employee assistance professionals say there are many causes for this

shtuation ranging from personal ambition and the pressure of family 10 the pace of tech A ding
10 o recent study for the Center for Work-Life Policy, 1.7 million people consider their jobs and their work hours excessive
because of globalization.

Young Generation Views on Work Life Balance
According to Kathleen Gerson, Sociologist, young people “are searching for new ways to define care that do not foree them to

choose between spending time with their children and caming an income” and “ are looking for definition of personal identity that
o not pit their own P against creating ties 10 others”. Young adults believe that parents should get involved

and support the children both economically and emotionally, as well as share labor equally. Young people do not believe work-
life bulance is possible and think it is dangerous 1o build a life dependent on another when relationships are unpredictable, They
are looking for partners 1o share the house work and family work together. Both men and women believe that women should have
Jobs before considering marnage: for better life and 10 be happy in marmage. Young people do not think their mother's
generations were unhappy. They also do not think they were powerless because they were not economically dependent,

Consequences of an Imbalance

Mental health is a balancing act that may be affected by four factors: the influence of unfavorable genes, by wounding trauma, by
private pressures and most recently by the stress of working. Many people expose themselves unsolicited to the so-called job
stress, becausc the "hard worker” enjoys @ very high social recognition. These aspects can be the cause of an imbalance in the
areas of life.

Responsibility of Employers

Companies have begun 10 realize how important the work-life balance is 1o the productivity and creativity of their employees.
Rescarch by Kenexa Rescarch Institute in 2007 shows that those employees who were more favourable toward their
organization's efforts 1o support work-life balance also indicated a much lower intent to leave the organization, greater pride in
their ization, a willi 1o it as a place to work and higher overall job satisfaction.
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d. Impact of Internationalization on Financial Performance: A Study of Indian Firms
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Consumer Evaluation of Financial
Services in India
Introduction

For the development of any nation or economy, financial services
play a mm:al role. ’Ihe gmwth of the financial sector largely
upon the of in its fairness,

illty accessibility and
adap\alulny Financial services in India have taken a giant leap
from the days of standing in bank queues for several hours for
opening a saving account or trying to get some Fixed Deposits
done. The financial services sector has experienced a massive
changc with increasing use of online services. The financial sector

d rapid ion and with the induction of Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yolana. the procedure for opening of bank
has been si ied. Further the Pradhan Mantri

Suraksha Beema Yo;ana (PMSBY) and Pradhan Mantri lyod
Beema Yojana have been launched where primary ehgiblhty is
having a bank The ive use of tech
innovative products and ing of functions have bled
efficient conduct of various financial business by banks and other
institutions providing greater access to consumers. With the
recent demonetization i in our country, there is increased need for
digital pay and ic modes of conducting g
transactions,

Are the consumers gcmng qualnty services from their banks and/
ori ion that comes to mind.
It is very lrustra!mg for a cus!omer secking a loan to be later
pressurized forit's hidden charges. The customers are also pushed
towards annual service charge after being wooed with (so called)
‘free’ credit cards. Then there is over-billing, double debit, billing
delays, permon dxsbumemmt, non-; rectlhcauon of wrong bills,
and o offers made.

The list goes on. The need for consumer protection arises from
an e of power, ion and resources between

b. Upbhokta Bazar Aur Bhrashtachar
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Abstract:

The introduction of Goods and Services Tax (GST) would
be a very significant step in the field of indirect tax
reforms in India. By amalgamating a large number of
Central and State indirect taxes into a single tax, it would
mitigate cascading or double taxation in a major way and
pave the way for a common national market. From the
consumer point of view, the biggest advantage would be
in terms of a reduction in the overall tax burden on
goods, which is currently estimated to be around
25%-30%. Introduction of GST would also make Indian
products competitive in the domestic and international
markets. Studies show that this would have a boosting
impact on economic growth. Last but not the least, this
tax, because of its transparent and self-policing character,
would be easier to administer.
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Inflation and Stock Market in India: An Analysis

5.p. Aggarwal, Sunita Gupta and Anshika Agarwal

Abstract

This paper checked whether inflation matter for stock markets or uot. Int this paper the nature of
relationship and the causality between inflation rates and stock market is _duckrd Jor the period
ranging from April 2005 to March 2015 for Indian market. Augriented Duf.(y-Fulln Unit Root
test is applied and it is found BSE 100 series and Wholesale price Index series are non-stationary
at level and at first difference these series are stationary. And then by applying Granger-Crusality
test, it is found that there is no causal relationship between inflation rates and stock markel i
Indian context. They do not lead or lag each other. Again, by applying Johanse co-integration
test it 1is seen that inflation rates and stock market do not move together in the long run and
there is co-integration between them. The findings of tiis paper might help poiicy makers and
investors fo take better decisions.

Keywords: Inflation Rate, Stock Market, Granger Causality, Johansen Co-integration.
JEL Classification: E31, E44, G10

INTRODUCTION

Stock market is one of the mostimportant
barometers to assess the health of an economy.
Any country’s industrial & commercial growth
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Factors Affecting Stock Prices in India: A Time Series Analysis
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Abstract: The research has been undertaken to study the relationship between macro variables such as
Inflation, Index of Industrial production(IP), Money Supply. Ol prices, Exchange rates. Gold prices and Gross
domestic product (GDP) and Stock Prices using time sertes regression. The sample of the study consists macro
variables and stock prices for the period 2004-2013 on quarterly basts. The study revealed that only Exchange
Rate. Oil Prices and Inflation have significant impact over Stock prices. Further we observed that Exchange
Rate and Inflation are negatively related to Stock prices and Oll prices are positively related. Another
Interesting result that we observe Is that gold price does not have any major lmpact over the stock prices.
Keywords: Stocks, Time Serics Duta,Macro Variables, Unit Root Test

1. Introduction

Stock market Is an organized financlal market where brokers and traders buy and sell stocks, bonds and
securitles. It is an Interconnected system which delivers conditions appropriate to exchange securities, convert
real assets into financlal assets In order to ralse funds from the market. Thus It has multiple purposes to serve.
Thus it facilitates capltal expansion by companies via selling shares, channellzing savings, and Increasing
companies’ profits. Cansidering Indian stock market. it is one the oldest in Asia. There are two stock exchanges
in India Le. National Stock Exchange (NSE) and Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE). National Stock
exchanges Incorporated 1992 and Bombay Stock exchange in 1875, Major trading s dooe in NSE and thus it ts
in the leading position.

Paper studies the relationship between different factors determining the stock prices in Indian Stock
market. A thme serles regression with Independent varlables as Inflation, Index of Industrlal production(TIP),
Money Supply. Oil prices, Exchange rates, Gold prices and Gross domestic product (GDP) and stock prices as
dependent variable is run in order (o validate if these variables are statistically significant in explaining the
behavior of stock prices in Indian market or not

This paper is in the following order: Section 11 provides information about the literatures that are
present, Section [1] talks about the methodology that has been undertaken in the paper, objective and hypothesis
Section IV is the regression results section and Section V concludes about the findings.

II. Literature

There has been substantial literature present where It has been shown that macro as well as micro
variables are significant In explaining the behavior of stock prices. Nelson (1976) took data of the period 1953
1994 and established a negative relationship between stock returns and expected as well as unexpected inflation
for US economy. Apergis and Eleftherlou (2002) did a case study on Athens stock market where they took data
for the period 19881999 and it was found that there was a continuous decline in the inflation and a rise in stock
prices. Another study by Fama and Schwert (1977) for the period 19531971 showed that return on common
stocks were negatively correlated with expected as well as unexpected inflation in US.

Jamil and Ullsh (2013) used co-integration technique to test if there s a relationship exists between
stock prices and exchange rate for Pakistan economy. Data for the period 1998 2009 was analyzed which
established the result that there &s a relation between the variables at-least in short run. Abdalla and Murinde
(1997) investigated in financial markets of different countries like India, Pakistan, Korea and Philippines. They
found out that there exists a one-way relationship between exchange rate and stock prices. They recommended
that government should use exchange rate policies very cautiously since it has impact over stock market of the
given economy

Park and Ratti (2008) did a regression analysis taking US and other 13 European economies and after
considering the data for 1986-2005 showed that Norway had positive relation between stock returns and ol
prices. Increases in oll price causes stocks’ return to depress. Stock prices are hath negatively and positively
related with oil prices depending upon the fact whether a country is oil importing country or oil exporting
country, Cheung and NG (1998) studied the relationship between stock prices and real oll price, consumption
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ABSTRACT

Indian tourism has positioned itself well in the global market through ‘Incredible India®
campaign which has run successfully through more than a decade now. The results of this
campaign have shown positive s branding Indian tourism as an incredibly unique
inati i s in International scenario remains dismally low at
less than 1%. That shows that Indian tourism has certainly gained its brand value but not the
volume. Before the inertia sets in, it is time to take the brand of Indian tourism to the pext
level by reinventing it's positioning in the global market. We need to move ahead
aggressively while competing with other Tourism brands particularly with the South Asian
counterparts like Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand ete. who have shown better adaptability with
time. Branding has become increasingly competitive in the Tourism Industry today.

“The dynamics of global tourism with constantly changing trends of International market and
the increasing demands from tourists also require realignment of our products especially in
terms of packaging and delivery. There should be major paradigm shifts made in developing
physical, social and cultural infrastructure at various touch points. There has been
concentrated effort to give tourism its due recognition but it is a long way to go. India needs a
strong branding and promotional strategy in place to secure o high position in the top
rankings of global market.

Keywords: Branding, Incredible, Image, Reinventing, Tourist arrival.

INTRODUCTION

Globally, an ever increasing number of destinations have opened up and invested in tourism
development, turning modern tourism into a key driver of socio-economic progress through
the creation of jobs and enterprises, infrastructure development and the export revenues.
Destination branding has a significant importance now-a-days, because there is a need for a
particular destination to be positioned in buyers” und stakeholders' mind. Every country
needs a ‘personality’ of its own to be identificd with the ‘brand’ it stands for. When
consumers decide on a destination, several “brands” compete for their attention. A strong
brand is differentinted from others, has several strong advantages when compared to others,
and has an attractive appeal to consumers. At present in Indian tourism there is o multi-
pronged promotional campaign in key markets scross the world with the brand of ‘Incredible
India’ that was launched in 2002. The primary objective of this branding exercise was to
create a distinet image or brand for the country. *Incredible India” campaign has successfully
delivered the promise 10 the tourists, Now there is need to reinvent and redefine its strategy to
provide a wider acceptability and visibility in the international market. The innovative brand
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1. Imtreduction

Interest rate is one the MEPONan! HIACTOCCONOMIEC
variables and its impact on the stock market has
been the focus of consaderable amount of research
i past. Interest rate is & source of revenue for the

©1c Stock retums sensitvITy 10 mieres! males Was

lenders and cost for the borowers. Interest rate
movements we expected to affect diwectly or

companies. Since Stone (1974) developed the two-
index model, Martin and Keows (1977). Lynge and
Zumwalt (1980), Chos and Jen (1991) mvestigated
whether ichisiou of uferest rate as an exira-factor
@ wo-ndex model adds explanstory power for

stock renums. Empirical studies have

(Ologunde et al.. 2006) The bulk of the research
has focused on amalyzng the interest e
semsitivity of finsacial compamies. in particular

Stadkouras, 19985. Benink and Wolff. 2000, Lynge

b.  Interest Rate Movements and Stock returns: A Panel Data Approach

Interest Rate Movements and Stock Returns: A Panel Data Approach

K Latha' . Sumit Gupta amd Renn Ghosh
The present stahy amempis 10 cxumine the wlationship between interest rate movements and stock
returns in India I wxing the methoddology of panel regression. The study spans lAr/n-rmd[mﬂ Ist April
1996 10 30th August 2014, Sample sed in the study ¢ 1 of all fi l and
listed i the S&PCNN SO0 imdex with conttrmons avertlability of share prices over the study pmml Time
sertes wsed i the present study is non-stationory, it was however found to be stationary ai the first

diference. Siock returms in India exhibit significant exposure with both market returns and interest rate
vhanges. Both the financiol sector and non-financial sector stocks are potentially affected by interest
rate changes but the magnitude of impact varies widely.

The impact of interest rate changes on common stock returns of financial institution is higher as
compared 1o non-financial institutions. In case of financial firms, the impact of interest rate movements
15 higher on banking firms compared to non-hanking financial firms. In case of non-financial firms. the
moderate relationship is found between stock returns and interest rate changes for automobile, cement
& cement products, chemical products, construction, consumer goods, emergy, industrial
manufacturing. IT. metal products and pharma sectors, whereas this relationship is found to be weak for
Jertilizer & pesticides products, health. media & entertainment, service, telecom and textile sectors
respectively

Key words: Stock Returns, Interest Rate, Panel Regression, Financial Sector and Non-Financial Sector,

INTRODUCTION

Financial system ix the bridge that brings together the surplus sector and the deficit sector. Without a
sound and effective ﬁmncul system, a country cannot have a healthy economic system. The financial
system of ly be hassle free but it should also be abl hall f both
internal and external factors surrounding it. Indian financial system is now no longer confined to only
metropolitans; it has expanded its reach (o the rural areas through the policy of financial inclusion, It is

Yy

The relationship between stock returns and mtevul rate chma has been one of the most dominant

bt liaancial TP S
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Relationship between Indian Stock Market Performance and
Macroeconomic Variables: An Empirical Study

K. Latha', Sunita Gupta®, Arnav Kumar*

Abstract

Macroecononuc vanables have long been hypothesised to significantly affect stock market performance. But
no consensus for this relationship exists i case of developing markets. We examune the short and long run
dynamic between Indian Stock Index and Major Macroecononuc vanables, viz. GDP, Inflation,
Interest Rate, Exchange Rate, Money Supply and Intemational O1l Prices. Financial econometnic techmques

C
1995:Q1 — ZOMQQADanmot test results established that vanables where I(1). Regression results
revealed only GDP and Exchange rate where si; macroeconomic variables. Granger causality results
mdicate umdirectional causality from Indian Stock retums to GDP and Oil pnces. In long run, there 1s bi-
directional causality of Indian Stock Index with GDP, Money sapplymdoﬂhmalmgwxlﬂl
umdirectional causality from Indian Stock Index to Exchange Rate. Indian Stock Index is
Money Supply, GDP and Inflation. ARDL model evidenced a significant positive relation w.m
contemporanecus GDP and significant negative relation with own lagged values; lagged values of interest
nbnﬂhmgmmmzyswply These results have pertinent implications for Policy Makers, Regulators,
Investors, Academicians and Researchers. Policy makers and regulators can use the results to work out
wnegﬁmmmemdmfymmkmmﬁmmdmdhghmhumymg
of variables. In the same vemn, analysts can use
mcwmblswmﬂxﬁyGDPmdBchngenkdeﬁanmwkpufmm
short run_ Investors and stock market analysts can search for presence of exploitable arbitrage opportunities
in Indian market to eam above normal returns by formulating long run investment strategies on the basis of
GDP, Money Supply and Inflation.
Keywords: Macroeconomic Variables, Stock Returns, Auto Regressive Distnibuted Lag (ARDL) Model,
Comtegration, Causality
JEL Classification: B26, CS8, E44, G14.
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Agricultural Productivity in Eastern Plateau and Hills Zone : Role Of
Environmental Factor
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s R
Abstract:  Agriculture plays a vital role in the Indian economy. Eastern plateau and hills zone which includes
states like Chhattisgarh. Jharkhand. Madhva Pradesh. Maharashtra. Odisha and west Bengal suffers from low
productivity. Climatic factor is one of the major factors responsible for this low productivity. Suitable adaptation
strategies are needed to tackle the impact of climate change in agricultural sector. Thus agriculture requires a
change in the way of use of land. water. soil nutrients and genetic resources management by climate smart
agriculture technique

Key Words: Climate Change. Soil Erosion. Diversified farming. Climate smart agriculture (CSA).
N J/

L. INTRODUCTION:

Agriculture plays an important role in growth, improving food security, providing employment and poverty reduction.
The castern Plateau and hills zone in India constitutes of an area of low agricultural productivity where large numbers
of houscholds suffer from severe poverty. The incidence of poverty is very high in this arca. The natural resource base
which is found in this region can be characterized as being poorly suited to agriculture due to climatic, water resource
and soil conditions. Apart from this, many decades of cnvironmentally damaging agricultural practices coupled with
highly erosive monsoon rains, deforestation which in tum have accelerated soil erosion have left many parts of the
plateau severely degraded (Banik , Edmonds & Fuwa, 2014'). In addition to land and labour as the critical factors of
agricultural production, other crucial input variables are farm inputs and the components of the farmers® economic and
biophysical environment. The farm inputs are seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, tractors, and irrigation. The biophysical
environment includes the climatic factors like soil type, slope, soil depth, rainfall, temperature, etc. The economic factors
pertain to the availability of farm credit, input subsidies, expenditure on R&D by government, infrastructure access, etc.
In the castern region the productivity can be increased by increasing grossed crop area and through judicious increase
n fertilizer consumption. Improvement in infrastructure can also increase productivity to a great extent (Sharma, 20077)
However, instability in agricultural production in this zone is on the rise due to several factors such as erratic rainfall
pattern, low irrigation coverage, and increase in frequency and severity of natural disasters, among others (Singh,2009°).

2. FACTORS AFFECTING AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY:

a) IRRIGATION

Lack of imgation facility and dependence of agriculture mainly on rainfall is the main factor behind the low
agricultural productivity in the State. Jharkhand has a net irrigated area of 16.4 lakh hectares which constitutes 9.3%
of the nct sown arca against the national average of 40%. Again the larger proportion of irrigated area is served by
the ponds and wells which provide an unreliable source of irrigation as they themselves depend on rainfall. In the
years of deficit rainfall or in the case of delayed rainfall or drought conditions, the ponds remain dry and water level
of well goes down. A study by B.D Dhawan* revecaled that yiclds on irrigated land was twice as high as on the
unirrigated land. The reason is that irrigation is accompanied by inputs like HY'V seeds, fertilizer and pesticides
which have a great potential of giving higher yiclds. The retum from these inputs is risky when used in rain-fed
conditions. The HYV seeds and fertilizer can give higher yield when they are combined with controlled doses of
water at critical stages of plants growth which is not possible when farming is done under rain-fed conditions, as
rainfall is often uncertain, untimely and deficient. Very often the rain fails at critical time when it is most needed to
stant the farming operations (Singh, 2009°). '

b) HYV SEEDS

The rain-fed region of Eastern India was responsible for increase in the use of HYV seeds. Increased HY'V adoption
in Eastern India was accompanied by increased use of chemical fertilizers. The observed pattern of HY'V adoption
(in Purulia) implies that the rapid increase in the HYV adoption rate was not due to the release of newer (and
presumably more suitable for the conditions of the area) rice varicties, but rather due to the more recent adoption by
farmers of the existing/well-established varicties. Given the high incidence of poverty and low productivity in
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Abstract: This paper analvses the justification of government intervention in improving the literacy rate and Gross
Attendance Rato (GAR) of different states in India. According to 75th NSSO Report there is a visible variability
in the achievement of the states in these education indicators. Delhi Model of education aims to bring government
schools on par with private schools in quality, infrastructure and even in students strength. By increasing the public

expenditure. it has improved the enrolment as well as attendance in schools. It has also led to a reduction in gender
gap in education

Key Words: Government intervention, literacy rate, Gross Attendance Ratio. Market failure, National Education
Policy (NEP)

\ >

L INTRODUCTION:

According to Human capital theory, human capital acquired through education improves productivity the way
physical capital enhances economic productivity. Education plays a vital role in economic development. The provision
of school education is secn as an obligation of government. The economic argument is derived from the debate that
education is a public good and the benefits of which are not only reaped by the students but by the socicty as wholc.

1.1 Why government intervention is needed
It has been argued that in the real world, the private markets fail to produce the socially optimal quantities of
goods and services. The public provisioning of education can be justified on three grounds.

. Market failure
. Equity
® Merit goods

1.1.1  Market failure
Vanous forms of market failures in education are:

. Capital market imperfections: The cost of education especially higher education, is beyond the means
of many poor familics. Though the budget constraints can be overcome by borrowing but banks would
not accept the promise of future camings as collateral and apart from this there are high risks involvad
in educational financing.

° Incomplete information: Houscholds may not fully understand the benefit of education as it has a long
gestation period. So this leads to underinvestment in education.
° Extemalitics: Some of the benefits from education accrue not only to its direct recipients but also to

socicty at large. women’s cducation for example has a myriad of social benefits like decrease in infant
mortality reduction in fertility rate and improvement in health and nutritional status of children, so
public provision will ensure that the cconomy reaps these benefits
1.1.2 Equity: Since people from lower economic strata can not afford the huge burden of education, the government
therefore plays a role in promoting equality of opportunity. If education was provided under market conditions, only
those who could afford to pay would be able to enrol.

1.1.3  Merit goods: Education is oficn considered a type of good with special merit that is not readily quantifiable and
that might be under-supplied if left to the market.

Since public provisioning of education is justified on the above grounds now let us see the categories of
government intervention

1.2 Types of government intervention in education )
Govermnment intervention can be mainly categorised into two different kinds that are aimed at improving education These

are
° Interventions which focus on resources and infrastructure
° Interventions focusing on policy development and changing institutional cultures
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which are providing employment opportunities to the rural
Lo ‘ paper also looks into the impact of ongoing COVID-19 pandemic on
rwral - emplovment in India. This study is predominantly based on Periodic Labour Fnra;
Mvevs [ Plf {TS. 2017-18 and 2018-19). The broad .\1()/'_,\.‘ that emerged from this analysis is
f/z(:z" a significant structural change has taken place but it has failed 0 generate pm(ﬁl('r/’ ve
and decent work opportunities in the rural areas. Nevertheless. the ongoing COVID-IQ
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rural non-farm sector
workforce. Further.

Keywords: Labour force. Workforce Participation Rate, Informalisation, De-feminisation,
Reverse Migration.

I

Introduction

In case of most of the developing countries, growth process witnessed changeover from a
primarily agrarian economy to an industrialised one, India was no exception to this process of
structural shifting towards major dependence on non-farm sector, and contribution of
agriculture to Gross Domestic Product (GDP) has been declined significantly over the vears.
However. this decline in the share of GDP was not accompanied by a similar decline in
agricultural employment. Available data also shows that Indian economy is shifting from
farm sector towards non-farm sector but still majority of workforce in rural areas is highly
dependent on agriculture sector. Furthermore, since 1980s, the share of farm sector in total
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the economy has been decreasing. As, in the year 201 1-12,
the share of agriculture in GDP of the economy declined to 12.2 percent from 29.82 percent
during 1980-81 (Niti Aayog 2015), which further declined to 14.39 percent in 2018-19".
However. it has been the major source of employment in India especially for the rural
workforce as 57.8 percent total rural workforce (i.e. 53.2 percent male workforce and 71.1
percent female w orkforce) employed n it dun:ing 2018-19. (')nc cou)ld Ub.\'c‘l"\t‘ .th;u 42.2
percent of rural w orkforce 1s engaged i non-farm \‘ccu?r during Z(H‘b—lt) which 1ncrcus§d
from 40.6 percent during 2017-18 (as 59.4 percent of rural workforce was cngugc}d m
agriculture sector 1n 2017-18) by 1.6 percentage points from 2017-18 o 2018-19 (PLES

2020).

1 As per Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (2020), the share of Agriculture ahd alliecti,zon_
Industry, and Services Sector have been 14.39 percent, 31.46 percent and 54.15 percent respectively 2
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Mappmp: the S.Iruclu “al Transformation of Rural Labour Force
in India with Special Reference to MGNREGA

Reena Devi
Assistant Professor
Department of Economics

Abstract

’[‘“h’:{'\"\‘:"j"ll'r; 111’1:1',“('1” f\l/,'r,:-y;”(];,/ l)(’v t‘.\'ufl‘v.fml' ("r'ncrging‘Ir('ml.\" and [)(III(’.I‘H.V of structural rrflrr.y/};r/'rrflli:;/1 of rural labour
e 10 borh .»{;'\:,}m\- ””(1137 {))( 1‘1;). : .\;m:v l%(),v nral labour force /.ms bheen moving out rgf{l,qr{'('t:I(L/rzll sector
dmaioTees \:(‘(‘".”.. N /( (g{( wih u}r uced factors) to the n(')n—agrl('ull'ur(ll se('r‘ur for Ih(.,'rr livelihoods. The
. , g s lagging behind whereas the construction sector is the major emerging sector providing
<»”7N' yment io the rural workers. With implementation of rural employment enhancement scheme MGNREGA
some improvements have been confirmed in nral areas, however, it has its own issues which are a matter of
a!’('lhl!( among scholars. Further, owing fto the inability of both farm and non-farm sectors to absorb rurz.ll
\\;4)/'1\_"1<7u'c. rural labour market is suffering with a grave problem of unemployment. Nevertheless, the ongoing
f OVID-19 pandemic has further worsened its plight by pushing it in a crisis of job loss. The future of rural
/({lwur' market would be more uncertain due to pandemic induced reverse migration of urban workers to their
villages. which has further been worsening the issues of food security and poverty in the rurual areas.

Date of Submission: 29-03-2021 Date of Acceptance: 12-04-2021

I.  INTRODUCTION

The significance of rural labour market in India can be visualised from variety of facts. To this effect it
has been reported that over the next two decades India will have a substantial share in global labour supply due
to a demographic dividend of over 200 million working age workers (15-59 year ages) from period 2010 to
period 2030 (Thomas, 2014). As per Census calculations of 2011, more than 70 percent of India’s populatioa
live in rural areas. The aforementioned facts obliges one to look at the major employment trends as well as
patterns of structural transformation in the rural labour market for the need to map the pace of empioyment
growth in India. ‘

The significant relationship between economic growth and structural changes pushes academicians and
eminent scholars to debate changes in the share of workforce employed in different sectors in India. The
structural transformation of employment in rural areas has been a matter of the consideration since 1980s. To
put it differently. numerous studies during 1980s and 1990s have examined trends, patterns, and determinants of
qructural transformation (Vaidyanathan, 1986; Basant & Kumar, 1989; Dev, 1990). Likewise, studies after the
initiation of neo-liberal policies also attempted to understand the nature of rural labour force transformation and
to examine the major issue relating with it.

The most profound trend related to the emergence of rural non-farm sector as one of the leading source
to generate employment and to alleviate poverty for rural workers can be gauged from the numerous studies
which have substantiated that India is experiencing a structural transformation of workforce from the tarm
sector to the non-farm sector but at a sluggish pace (Sen & Jha, 2005; Langouw & Shariff, 2004 Venkatesh,
2013: Himanshu et.al, 2011: Subramanian, 2015 and others) as both farm and urban area are incapable to create
unities to the increasing rural workforce. Himanshu et al. (2011) in their village study
arm sector has been helpful for increasing mobility of rural workforce to find adequate
and to alleviate poverty. However, the process of non-farm diversification is slow but
Binswanger-Mkhize (2013) by comparing structural rranstormation of India and
\ normal structural transformation whereas that of India’s is *stunted

employment opport
suggested that non-f;
employment opportunities
accelerating in India. Whereas,
China. concluded that China has
transformation”.

To understand the nature of rural workforce transformation and diversification it is essential to have
understanding of existing debates amongst scholars regarding determining factors of shifting of rural
m sector to non-farm sector. The movement of surplus labour force from traditional (also
) sectors has been a distinguished feature
ance of farm sector

1976, wherein he

clear
workforce from fa
agricullurul and informal) sectors to modern (also industrial and forma
of India’s economic development, which has been on the lines of Lewis (1954). The import
for enhancing employment in non-farm was recognised by Mellor in his study during
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1allenges of Migrant Workers amid Covid-19 Pandemic: A Mapping
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’hl":r:’(:/(;fla‘[;iuz),::f(\, : ’Cf ;‘;;rgl lallmx;r:f'of‘ce nove to the urlm;j areas 11.minly to fetch employment {)pportunit{'es where

facing a Qm;'c );.()1\:] nzfonna sector without uny..s'()cml .S‘eCLtvI"Ify ber?eﬁts. Moreover, India has alréady ‘bgen

“"iflltlfi(vzz_kHc,,(,(], em of Illlel71]J]f))‘lil(’11f and ongoing pandemic Covid-19 has further worsr:’rfed the ex.zstmg

R l‘lzci‘~ fJ]IIgI([)mg ].?({ndcm.:c has genemr.ed the scholarly debate regarding the’cond.zfm/.qs of migrant

labour force mi ,_( Malianges ,,ziln(ha. On the NIL’.IIII()HG.([ lmckgroum[,‘ rh.e curr‘enrpaper mainly highlights the rural
. wgration and their challenges amid Covid-19 Pandemic in India.

“ >
Key Words: Labour force, Workforce Participation Rate, Reverse Migration, Pandemic.
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1. INTRODUCTION :

Migrant workers are backbone of the economic development for their native places as well as for the places
where they have migrated for fetching better livelihood opportunities. It has been well theorized that when traditional
or less developed sector is exhausted to provide productive employment opportunities to the workers, consequently their
marginal productivity falls. Thus, this situation generates an unlimited supply of labour which can be utilised for more
development if they migrate from less developed sector to the highly developed sector which may absorb them (Lewis,
1954). Further, it has been well discussed fact that majority of rural labour force move to the urban areas and generally
engaged in informal sector and that too without any social security benefits. Moreover, India has already been facing a
grave problem of unemployment and ongoing pandemic Covid-19 has further worsened the existing situation. The
ongoing pandemic has attracted the scholarly views regarding the conditions of migrant workers in India. On the
mentioned background, the current paper mainly focuses on the rural Jabour force migration and their challenges in the
time of Covid-19 Pandemic in India.

This article discusses some of the important challenges regarding the effects of Covid-19 on the migrant
population. These impacts are most troubling for low-income households, because of their less earning. As they are
already less well positioned to cope with earnings losses during a recession and also they have no alternative earnings
as well as no social security benefits available to them. One could argue that a large section of the urban population
includes migrants who for a desire for better livelihood leave their rural settlements and come to cities. However, with
Jack of requisite education, skills and training, they often end up in arduous employment accompanied with low wages,
poor living conditions and lack of social protection. Hence to explain hardships faced by migrant workers is another
main objective of the current article. A systematic analysis of available data has been made for the fulfilment of the
same.

One could see that the lockdown and the subsequent recession are likely to first hit contract workers across
many of the industries. Consequently, Covid-19 affects both the demand and the supply sides of the labour market and
has huge implications for employment and decent work, pushing many families into poverty, and increasing existing
inequalities. Further, the current paper highlights that largest migrant population is engaged in informal sector without
any social security measures consequently, ongoing pandemic Covid-19 has vastly affected migrant workers in India.
Furthermore, the lacuna in the existing literature of the migrant workers and their hardships due to Covid-19 as affects
on male migrant workers have been discussed but female migrant workers and their loss of employment has been
ignored. Numerous families are female dominated families and due to ongoing pandemic loss of female migrant workers
affected livelihood of many families also. Hence, the losses of female migrant workers have also been discussed in the
existing paper. Generally, migrant workers have always been ignored in the policy initiatives of the government. Hence,

one could suggest that more focus on the policies for the welfare of the migrant workers has been need of the hour in
India.

The present paper is divided into seven sections. After the introduction, the second section provides the
summary of literature on the issue of migrant workers. While third section explains existing economic situation of Indian
economy and fourth section highlights the economic challenges of migrant workers amid ongoing pandemic Covid-19.
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Energy Poverty
and the Gender Divide

Abstract

» than a billion people(mosty rural) all over the world are stil
roing in energy poverty, which is defined as the inability to access and

afford modern cooking fuels and the lack of a bare minimum electric
to read or for other household and productive activi

sode houcohnlde uce sditinnnl y » A rON
ir energy needs, households use traditional sources of energy,
nammlv bioma simal dune and someting kerosene. These fuel
mamiy viomass, animai dung and somelimes Kerosene, ese fuels
] ! ) 1 - ] " J . vortltls ha~ { like

emit lot of harmful smoke and gases leading to health hazards lik
neurodegenerative

.n

le1] » "y 3 | )
fildren bear most of the

B esndsd: @i } pp— lohos
diseases such as dementia, Alzhei

this population, women, girls and school-aged ¢
brunt as women cook all the meals for the household, with children

them with small chores. Another problem is school
absenteeis sectally among girls, because of time spent in collecting
firewood from jungles. Lack of energy also leads to low productivity

hence keeping these households in the clutches of poverty. Case studies
in the present paper shed light on the micro level situation in Asian
Ha

villages. Hence, il is importan! to st xle cal QY
dearth as well as the implementation of effecli ainable and
affordable solutions, which is the objective of this paper.

Keywords: energy poverty, women health hazards, school

eism, rural areas, traditional sources of energy, biomass
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Prime Minister in September 2014 as part of a
wider set of nation-building initiatives. Devised
to transform India into a global design and
manufacturing hub, Make in India was a timely
response to a critical situation: by 2013, the
muchhyped emerging markets bubble had burst,
and India's growth rate had fallen to its lowest
level in a decade. The aim of the project showing
a pure classical economics there is going to be a
demand and then there would be producers
who would be incentivized to supply goods and
Services to meet that demand. The Indian
government through this initiative aims to put to
use its rapidly increasing workforce to
productive use, realizing that service sector
though contributing about 55-60% of the GDP
cannot be the sole driver of the economy. In the
present paper an attempt has been made to
throw some light on the concept of "Make in
India’. Further, an attempt has also been made
to review the advantages of this concept and the
areas which are going to gain benefit with this
Modi's concept of Make in India. This paper is
based on secondary data extracted from various
authenticated websites such as
makeinindia.com, narendermodi.com,
infraline.com, World Bank and various
newspaper articles.
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ects of GST on the Handloom Gector

rhe Eff

Maonarmi Sinha

Introduction
n handloom industry is presently estimated to produce poods
round $108 billion. Nearly 27 lakh households across the country
ctor. Itis one of the major contributors to exports with
: of about 15 per cent. It provides employment to a large proportion
d'sldued as well as unskilled workers in India. It is a decentralised sector
Q“'d mostly over fifteen states, with Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
. Rajasthan, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat being the
s of handloom production activity. It is mostly a household
diture of the handloom sector is more than Rs 25,000
crore on cotton yarn, and Rs 9,500 crore on dyes and chemicals, every year.
The goods and services tax (GST) was introduced on 1 July 2017. Prior
to GST being imposed, handloom products were either exempted from
tax or taxed at very low rates. Handlooms are now being taxed for the first
time since Independence. The cotton fibre which is widely used in textile
manufacturing was exempted from central excise duty. The rates were
low in order to encourage production and a traditional indigenous
art form, and also to generate employment and make it worthwhile for

 artisans to remain in the trade and for other people to train in the art form
~ and join the trade. The low tax rates in this sector allowed it to grow and

a major contributor to GDP even though it is primarily an
tor. With the GST being rolled out and given its structure, it
il prove to be devastating for the industry, decreasing its
reakening its finances.
he GST affecting the handloom sector is as follows.
' cotton fibre in the form of hank yarn against
ent on dyes and chemicals, and 5 per cent
5 1,000 and 12 per cent on finished products
compared to a 7 per cent tax on finished
All fibres are treated as equal under
. A weaver would be attracting GST
ing the cloth, to any other process
d product would therefore be
eness of the handloom
impacting weavers,
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Employment trends among females in India post 2004
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Abstract: The paper explores the trends of employment in India post 2004-05. It attempts to explain the fall in rural female labor
force participation rate especially during the period when Indian economy was growing at a faster rate. In the early 2000s till
2004, more women were employed whereas post 2004 saw a drastic fall in women employment. The major finding of this
includes the factors for the fall in female labor force participation rate - increase in the adult literacy rate especially among
females, rise in the average wage rate after the MGNREGA scheme which led to the rise in household income inducing women to
engage in household activities, structural transformation led to the shift towards the manufacturing and tertiary sector especially
in construction sector which led to the mechanization in agriculture, Other factors that explain the faII in LFPR are lack of skills
to operate machines, few P ial opportunities, unpaid family work and bl g diti The paper
concludes with the suggestions to increase the labor force participation rate and also to make an inclusive growth rate.

Index Terms- Female labor force, adult literacy rate, mechanization of agriculture, wage rates, self employment.

INTRODUCTION

The National Sample Survey Organization (NSSO) data on the employment shows that a limited number of jobs have been
created between 2004-05 and 2009-10 and the agricultural sector shows a decline in the workforce participation. Further, the
growth in the non agricultural sectors has been very slow from 2004-05 to 201 1-12 with a widespread withdrawal from the labor
force (especially by women in rural areas). The shift to the higher education among the youth has been a positive indicator but it
does not explain the fall of the labor force participation rate. It is true that roughly 12 million people enter labor force every year
from 2001-05. During this period employment opportunities increased especially the share of self employment increased but not
after that. The period from 2005-2010 saw a drastic decline in the labor force participation,

Unemployment is a situation when an individual who is willing to work is unable to find a suitable job. Labor force is the
number of individuals who are willing and able to work, are working or are currently unemployed. India has a total population of
1.35 billion. Current statistics shows that India’s labor force participation rate has dropped to 53.8% in December 2017 as

compared to 53.9% in December 2016, India is ly going through demographi dlwdcnd and will reach its peak by 2020.
Demographic dividend is a phenomenon which occurs when the proportion of work pulati |s high among the total
population. India has about 65% population of working age and share of youth populati n in total p ion is 34.8% (people

between the age group 15 to 35 years) which is far more than any other developing country.

India is currently one of the fastest growing economies in the world. If we look at the previous GDP growth rates of the five
year plans then India’s GDP growth rate in the eighth five year plan (1992-97) was 6.8% which declined to 5.4% in the ninth five
year plan (1997-2000) then rose to 7.6% in the tenth five year plan (2002-07) and then further increased to 8% in the elevanth five
year plan (2007- I’)

Figure 1:Percentage distribution of popnlntlon by | Figure 2: GDP growth rate of India
broad age groups to total population, India, 2011
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Source: Census of India, population composition, chapter 2 and NSSO 1993-94, 1999-00, 200405, 2011-12 report

Nearly half of the India’s populauon comprises of females but there labor force participation rate (LFPR) is less than a quarter
as per the employ and report of NSSO. There has been a consistent decline in female LFPR since 1980s.
However, this paper focuses on lhc femalc LFPR after 2004-05, when the decline in female LFPR was more prominent.
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Although, India’s GDP was growing at the rate of 8% during 2007-12, the employment rate did not show a similar growth.
This was the jobless growth of Indian economy. According to the census 2011, India has a workforce of 481.7 million which is
39.79%. The male working population is 53.26% and female working population is 25.51%. Total working populatior in rural
areas is 41.83% of which 53.03% are male and 30.02% are female. Total working population in urban areas is 35.31% of which
53.76% are male and 15.44% are female. Statistics shows that the LFPR has decreased drastically in both rural and urban areas
from 2004-5 to 2011-12, the period when India was doing a rapid growth. The fall in LFPR has been higher among rural females.
During the period 2004-05 to 2009-10, the LFPRs according to usual status remained almost same for rural males but decreased
by about 6% points for rural females and it decreased by about 1% point for urban males and by about 3% points for urban
females. This fall in rural areas was seen despite of the Mah Gandhi National Rural Employ G Act
(MGNREGA). The LFPR for rural males has increased slightly in 2011-12 but has remained more or less constant for urban

il
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On Ist of April 1999, the Government of India’s (GOI), to incorporate people’s participation
in the implementation of rural development policies and programmes at the grassroots level,
had launched a rural development programme called Swarnjayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana
(SGSY). To this end, the rural poor, especially the vulnerable groups (women), were
encouraged to form Self-Help Groups (SHG) in each block, with specific guidelines for
operation, to avail the scheme. From gender perspective, this paper investigates into the
constraints and working of SHGs in relation to the specified guidelines of the scheme in the
tribal areas (Churachandpur district) of Manipur. It is found that gender composition of the
group matters in income generation and saving. Those Self-Help Groups consisting men and
women - Mixed Self-Help Groups (MS) - could generate more income and save more than
those Self-Help Groups that consist of only women - All Women Self-Help Groups (AWS).
AWS faces certain gender constraints embedded in patriarchal system like limited access to
family resources, overburdening of women with domestic work, lack of social networks and

exclusion of women in decision-making in society.

Kevwords: gender composition, patriarchal system, self-help groups, social homogeneity

Introduction

Centralized development policy over the past decades has failed to transtorm the rural e

areas as well as empower the rural poor 1n developing countries. According to Lele, the
centralized rural development policy reflects only the thinking and power structure ol the
core (Lele, 1975). Further, this p
individuals from the development decision making

into account the unbalanced power distribution between men and women in the society ‘

olicy has the tendency to exclude the targeted groups or

process and most importantly fails to take
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The utility of beauty:
The antinomies of street
art in Delhi

ABSTRACT KEYWORDS

In the last decade, the city of Delhi has witnessed a surge in urban artistic prac- urban beautification
tice — particularly street art — that draws its conceptual and art-historical “virtue”  street art
from being in the public sphere. The changing socio-economic, infrastructural and — gentrification
aesthetic set-up of the city bears many similarities to what has been called the Delhi
cultural regeneration of cities across the globe. Interpreting it as symptomatic of  art district
the neo-liberalization of the Indian city, this article examines the spatial implica-  place-making
tions of the burgeoning contemporary street art movement in Delhi. It contextual-

izes the art movement within place-making initiatives in Indian cities that have

been attempting to attract the middle-class to city spaces to cater to their consump-

tion patterns. The article suggests that there are two ways in which commissioned

street art in neoliberal Delhi closely ties up with the neoliberal agenda of uneven

redevelopment and regeneration in the city: (a) by instrumentalizing its form to

revitalize decrepit areas that need capital investment in order to garner cultural

tourism and trigger capital investment; and (b) by invoking a narrative of beau-

tification and cleanliness that has been seen to emerge from a dominantly middle-

class perspective in Indian cities. Looking at the unique ways in which urban
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REPRESENTATION OF RACE AND HISTORY IN INVISIBLE MAN

Komal Yadav, JNU Research scholar, Centre for English Studies

Abstract:

Set in the racial conflicts of the 1920s America, Ralph Ellison's Invisible Man (1952) is a
bildungsroman and a protest song of a black man. The story chronicles the journey of a Nameless narrator
from his subservience and disillusionment to self- realisation. The paper will attempt to delineate the
politics of representation of History and race in the novel. It contends that by using the fictional space as a
site of the protest, Ellison recuperates the subversive cultural history of blacks and debunks the illusion of
equality, by exposing the racism prevalent in the guise of benevolent institutions. The paper engages
closely with the narrative techniques of Ellison to understand his reformulation and problematisation of
official documented history on blacks.

Key Words: Subservience, disillusionment, fictional space, illusion of equality.

What is History? Is it the neat sanitized figure given in the official recorded history written by the
person in a position of power or an individual's recounting of what he has experienced? Ralph Ellison,
through his masterful use of the narrative techniques, has posited history as an artefact which is in the
process of making. Through the repeated use of the metaphor of loop, Ellison highlights the circularity of
History with its interconnectedness with past, present and Future. It is his questioning of history through a
first-person narrative, Ellison highlights the prevalent Racism in the country obfuscated under the guise of
social equality. Let us try to probe the themes of Race and the problematisation of the dominant version of
history as presented in The Invisible Man.

Benjamin pointed out that the past should be and can be retrieved because it is a pool of 'unrealised
possibilities'. It is an amalgamation of crushed revolution, failed rebellion and much more. So, by playing
with the 'gaze' of the readers, the nameless narrator acts as a post-colonial writer who is engaged and
concerned about presenting history from below. It is evident from the fact that the novel is literally written
from the basement. Two opposing versions of history are presented before us. One is the official
documented history which is a delineation of glorified accounts of some heroes told in a linear and
coherent pattern. But this version of history is problematised by our eloquent narrator, who mulls over the
question of authorship of history. He ponders why only the survivors get the chance “to lie about it
afterwards (237)?” However, the narrator makes explicit that human life is full of uncertainties and ups and
downs, so it is not plausible to narrate history straight like 'an arrow; he wants it to resemble a 'boomerang’
like a spiral and wants it to be discontinuous and formless like the actual living world. He wants the history
of Blacks to sound like “a song with turgid, inadequate words (239)”.

The repeated metaphor of 'invisible' is used for the Black community. Ellison goes to the extent of
describing what he understands by invisibility in the novel. To him, it indicates the people who are either
not taken into account or are 'plunged outside’ it- since their mundane, monotonous everyday life is not
considered worthy to be incorporated in the official version of history. The novel begins with the narrator
asserting his existence 'l am invisible man...made of flesh and blood'. Ellison not only places the story of
the invisible narrator as a part of fictional rewriting of history, but also allocates him all the power to recite
it from the first-person account. The entire novel is a soul-searching mission of the nameless narrator to
learn and unlearn the true depiction of history. It is at the end of his journey in the novel where he learns to
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ABSTRACT

Declining female work participation rate (WPR) has been long ignored by the researchers
in post-independence period and when the due attention was paid, it did a great disservice
to the cause of women rights by explaining the cause of declining female WPR through the
lens of economic prosperity i.e. income effect. The evidence from Census (2001-11) and NSS
(1999-2000 & 2011-12) do not conform to this general logic as the increase in income also
leads to increase in consumption in early stage of increment in income. So, it is unlikely that
women from the poorest households will withdraw from the workforce. However, this has
been the case which pushes one to look for the additional explanations for withdrawal of
female workforce from labour market. The analysis of evidence from NSS and Census of
India, confirms that though, there has been rise in proportion of young females (5-24 age
group) attending education institutes but the women who have withdrawn from work are
actively seeking work while performing domestic duties along with allied activities. This
means that the income effect do induce the greater school attendance but does an injustice
to core women workforce (25-59) by reducing the logic behind the decline in female WPR to
income while completely ignoring the socio-economic scenario and its regional patterns of
patriarchy. This positivist and reductionist approach must be countered to bring the focus

on the better quality work for women.

Keywords: Female Workers, Declining Female WPR, Female Unemployment, Feminisation,

De-Feminisation

1. Introduction

The declining trend of the women’s work and labour force participation in India over
last twelve years is a matter of serious investigation for social scientist and has attracted a
lot of academic limelight (Chowdhury 2011, Kannan and Raveendran 2012, Neff et al.
2012, Mathew 2012, Hirway 2012, Abraham 2013, Mehrotra et al. 2014, Chatterjee et al.
2015 and Lahoti and Swaminathan 2016) for exploring the genesis of such trends. In fact,

this recent phenomenon is an accelerated phase of a long term process (Statement 5.2, NSS
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ABSTRACT

Bihar experiences tloods every vear due to heavy rainfall in monsoon season and melting of
snow in upper reaches of Himalayas during the summers causing both infrastructural damage
and loss of life. During the floods. the sky is overcast, due to which traditional techniques of
flood mapping and monitoring like aerial surveys and optical sensor satellite imagery fail to
provide a good quality data as they are unable to penetrate through clouds and mist. New and
alternative technique for the mapping of floods 1s the use of Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR)
data, which is capable of penetrating through clouds since it uses microwaves to capture the data.
For the present study. Darbhanga district of Bihar was taken as the study area. The district faces
floods each vear due to Kosi River which emerges from Nepal Himalayas and enters Bihar. Aim
of the study was to create flood hazard vulnerability map using flood inundation extent maps for
the years 2017 to 2020. These maps help in demarcating and identifying the areas which are
highly prone to floods annually. Flood inundation extent maps for this study were generated for
each year from 2017 to 2020 using Sentinel-1 data and ArcGIS software. These flood inundation
extent maps were then superimposed, and a vulnerability map was created. This tlood hazard
vulnerability map is a valuable source of information while making disaster management plan
for the DRR of the region. These maps can help to understand spatial extent of flooding, and can
provide scientists and authorities with objective data sources for decision making. These maps
can play an important role in pre-disaster and post-disaster strategy planning in an effort towards
making the community aware, more resilient and well prepared to face the disaster. These maps
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will further improve our understanding of the worse affected areas which requires more attention
towards meeting immediate needs and relief operations after the floods.

Keywords: Disaster Risk Reduction, Flood inundation mapping, GIS. Remote Sensing,
Resilience, SAR

1. Introduction

Reducing disaster risks and vulnerability depend totally on knowledge of the region its
physiography and topology as well as socio economic status of the community and scientific and
evidence-based techniques. As industrialization and urbanization increase globally, it's creating
conditions for more disaster-related challenges. There’s a requirement to expand the utilization
of innovation and technology for disaster risk reduction (DRR). The 2005 Hyogo Framework for
Action outlined comprehensive guidelines for the key policy and technical arcas of action for
disaster risk reduction. Application of science and innovative technology can significantly reduce
loss of lives and damage to property. Use of Remote Sensing data and disaster mitigation
planning together can help in devising effective and accurate methods for prevention,
preparedness and minimizing losses after the disaster.

Disaster prevention is a long-term planning, which begins with the collection of data. Satellite
data can help at various stages of disaster management planning Use of satellite data, can help in
monitoring of varied relevant factors, such as, changing land use pattern. changing river courses,
encroachment of floodplain, loss of vegetation, soil erosion ete. which directly affect the impact
of disaster. Disaster preparedness depends on timely warnings and accurate forecasts of
impending disasters. Disaster relief operations are taken up after (and sometimes during) the
emergency phase of occurrence of disaster. Identifying exact location of disaster occurrence and
its accessibility with the help of remote sensing data can help in providing relief on time without
any wastage of time to areas worst affected by disasters. A crucial aspect in terms of satellite
monitoring volves the assessment of the damage incurred during the disaster. Satellite
technology also can help in identifying escape routes and locations of temporary shelters.

The increasing pressure on the earth's resources caused by increasing population growth rate has
resulted in increased vulnerability of humans and their infrastructure to natural hazards.
Encroachments on land prone to disasters for residential and agricultural purposes has increased
the risk and vulnerability of large numbers of population. There is requirement for tocused action
within and across sectors from local, national, regional, to global levels for better understanding
of disaster risk. There is need to improve disaster risk governance and to invest in disaster risk

_
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Abstract: Media can play a positive role in Disaster Risk Reduction. It has an important and significant role to play especially in
developing and large country like India where it can reach every nook and corner easily, timely and is also cost effective It is not only
cost effective but also has a wide reach which can help in educating the people about preparedness and mitigation measures and thus
help in reducing the impact of disasters. It can also play role in timely broadcasting of warnings and thus reducing the damages caused
by the disasters and help in evacuating people to safer places and saving lives. Therefore, role of media is a very responsible. It acts like
a bridge between Disaster Risk Reduction Planning organizations (Government or Private) and the public both before and after the
disaster. In countries like India because of sheer size where it is difficult for the government agencies to reach every village, media with
its reach can help in making people in every region aware of their vulnerabilities.

Keywords: positive role, cost effective, wide coverage, reliable information, code of conduct

1. Introduction

Recent images of dead bodies floating in rivers and
hundreds of cremations of Covid - 19 victims shook us all.
In recent past we have seen such images which make us
think whether these should have been published. We see
journalist making videos of the victims instead of helping
them to come out of distress situation. All these media
coverage make us think whether there are any ethics or rules
of news coverage. Where should be the demarcation line
beyond which the coverage should be stopped? Whether the
role of journalist is to first help the people in distress and
then interview them. These are some of the questions which
come in our minds sometimes when we watch news
coverage of disaster events.

Widespread reach of media has both advantages and
disadvantages. Common person without any training shoots
films on his mobile and shares with media agencies and
media agencies in order to gain advantage broadcast these
news clippings shot by amateur people. While these
personal footage of incident can be very helpful in
coordinating and reaching out relief and rescue operations
on time but these footages being covered by general public
may show only one side of story and be their personal
viewpoint

These are some of the questions which I discuss here in this
article

Media nowadays plays a very significant role in
disseminating information. The types of media are numerous
ranging from broadcast media like TV and radio to visual,
print and variety of social media. Nowadays, it is not only
government agencies which are providing information but
there are many other sources for public to get information.
Problem with a consumer is to identify the authentic and
reliable source of information.

Media covering disaster events should try to aim at
providing accurate, timely and reliable information and

inform and educate the people about the hazards instead of
trying to develop its image only as a source of
entertainment. Most often we find media trying to
sensationalize the stories, covering only the negative aspects
of impact of tragedy either the death or destruction caused
by the disaster or failure of Government efforts in dealing
with the situation.

Most of the time we see T.V channels claiming of “reaching
first” to the sight of tragedy, trying to take interviews of the
victims who are already in so much distress, and giving
sensational “breaking news”. Media should refrain creating
fear amongst the effected people. The aim should not be to
present all events with same view point. Reports related to
disaster events are more sensitive and so has to be presented
differently. Media should develop its image as a reliable and
authentic source of information and help in educating the
people and thus reducing the impact of disasters. Media
coverage of disaster event impacts the relief received from
donor agencies and various government policies for the
affected region. Thereby, it is essential that the coverage of
disaster situations in done efficiently and accurately.

With emergence of variety of social media sources like
twitter, Facebook, Instagram etc it has become easy for
general public to cover various events and upload
information for public. Many times this information which
is not edited is uploaded by people who are not professionals
can misguide the people as these are personal views. With
variety of media sources now available there is Infodemic of
information

2. Role of Media in Different Stages of Disaster
Management

Process of disaster management is expressed as Disaster
Management Cycle it has three phases. Each phase is
characterized by different planning activities related to
Disaster Management. Media can play important role in
covering all aspects of these three phases of disaster
management.
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The Taj Mahal - Responsible Tourism

A Far Goal to Reach

Kalpana Bhakuni
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University of Delhi, India

Abstract: Taj Mahal, one of the most celebrated World Heritage sites, has become a victim of its universal popularity, ovérburdened
with the influx of tourists making it vulnerable in its environment. This paper examines if tourism at this global heritage site justifies
responsible tourism by all stakeholders, and whether the brand image of Taj Mahal needs to be revisited with this concern. This work
confirms that the Taj Mahal is oversubscribed and the prevalent tourism here is far from responsible tourism. The ‘destination
partnership’ among the multi stakeholders of the Taj emerged as the most viable option to bring it around the responsible tourism. The
brand image of Taj needs to be revisited to highlight the responsible way of tourism at Taj Mahal.

Keywords: Taj Mahal, overcrowding, overtourism, heritage site, responsible tourism.

1. Introduction

The marvel of aesthetics and architecture — the Taj Mabhal,
stands in such a perfect symmetry, which truly characterizes
William Blake’s phrase ‘this fearful symmetry’ (Islam,
2013). The dimensions of the mausoleum are so perfectly
calculated that even today the connoisseurs of art and
architecture wonder at its style and workmanship.
Undoubtedly, Shahjahan got it built with such involvement
that it should reflect the persona of his beloved wife
MumTaj Mahal. The Taj Mahal epitomises grief and love
which lends a unique ‘sense of place’ to this monument.
This glorious landmark in Agra was commissioned in
1632. But this monument which marks the silent grief of
Mughal emperor, famously described as “a teardrop on the
cheek of time™ by Rabindranath Tagore, is ironically bearing
the brunt of overcrowding and over tourism today.

2. Background

In 1983, when the Taj was hailed as a World Heritage Site,
the tourism in international as well as domestic categories
boomed beyond imagination. The Taj became the fixed
point of the itinerary of every traveller. The mass appeal of
Taj lies in its universality as Ebba Koch elaborates, “It was
created by fusing so many architectural traditions—Central
Asian, Indian, Hindu and Islamic, Persian and European—it
has universal appeal and can speak to the whole world.”
According to the World Tourism *“from a conservationist
point of view, as well as from a public sector perspective,
the main value of tourism at heritage sites lies in the fact that
it serves as an introduction to the historical, and cultural
background of a country or place which people may never
approach otherwise”. But in this case, it was a clear
deviation that the heritage site of Taj has always been
therein public fantasy, and people were drawn to it at any
period and time. Though in older times, the measures of
protection and conservation deemed adequate considering
the less number of visitors and the passive nature of their
visits. But today, the overcrowding at this monument has
often created near stampede situation which has raised alarm
among policymakers, administration, public interest groups
and travellers.

3. Purpose

This paper raises some concerns about the Taj in special
reference to responsible tourism: Is Taj Mahal an over-
visited space by tourists? The Taj Mahal justifies the
responsible way of tourism? The Taj as a brand needs to be
revisited in responsible way of tourism? With the ever
continuing boost in travel, there is an increasing recognition
among both travel professionals and consumers regarding
the significance of responsible travel—“travel that
minimizes negative impacts, brings economic benefits to
host communities, and preserves the cultural and natural
resources of the destinations” (CREST, 2013).

4. Design

The present work revolves around the viewpoints, accounts
and the ground reality about the tourism prevailing at Taj
Mahal. The local survey at Taj complex comprised one
hundred respondents across the nationality, regions and
religion, who delved around the responses with expectations,
disappointments, awe, suggestions and admiration for this
heritage landmark. In order to capture the complete view on
the matter, all the stakeholders like tourists, authorities and
locals are analysed for their respective roles in responsible
tourism.

5. Discussion

The Taj Mahal has been declared a World Heritage Site by
UNESCO in 1983 making it a global asset. As stated in Taj
Mabhal Site Management Plan, 2001, ‘the whole Taj Mahal
complex is laid out in the principle of perfect symmetry.
Consistent symmetrical planning with emphasis on bilateral
symmetry on both sides of a central axis is evident here. The
emphasis is on the features in the center, the tomb and the
gateways, on both sides are arranged structures mirroring
each other. Every component is thus indispensable for the
whole of the balanced composition. Each and every structure
of the Taj complex is of equal importance and deserves the
same Kind of attention.” Though it is true from the
management point of view to pay attention uniformly of the
whole complex, but the ground check shows that from the
main gateway the movement of tourists surge towards the
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THE MARVEL OF TAJ: A COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE 4
IN BRAND POSITIONING IN TOURISM

. Kalpana Bhakuni* and Sheetal Kapoor** W

Brands are considered as marketer’s tool for creating product differentiation which cannot be

ABSTRACT

easily copied and replicated. A brand positioning can become a core competitive advantage in
different perspectives of the matter.Taj Mahal is not only a monument of world repute, but it is a
brand in itself. Positioning Taj Mahal as a brand involves a creative exercise listing down the
ideas, benefits and features to convey to its target tourists. This paper studies the competitive
advantage of brand positioning of Taj Mahal in tourism today through an empirical study, and
how it should be marketed as a brand, especially through digital portals. The experiential
marketing, positive brand image, virtual identity, are some of the measures to be adopted in
branding the Taj. For a positioning strategy ‘Taj’ can be conveyed as unique brand personality of

its own in Heritage tourism.

Keywords: Taj, Brand, destination branding, brand positioning, Heritage tourism.

INTRODUCTION

The Taj Mahal is a universally admired heritage monument of the world which is positioned in
more than one way in the minds of tourists who visit Taj. Whether it is the mystical attraction as
an epitome of love or an aesthetic catalyst with perfect symmetry, people carry an image of Taj in
their minds which is unmatched so far. As per the Uttar Pradesh Tourism Department figures,
around 1.61 million foreign tourists visited Agra in 2017, an increase by 19% from 2016. Further,

*Principal (Officiating), Associate Professor, Department of Geography, Kamala Nehru College, University of Delhi,
Delhi.

Email: bhakunik@gmail.com Sy X ;

**Associate Professor, Department of Commerce, Kamala Nehru College, University of Delhi, Delhi,
Email:sheetal_kpr@hotmail.com

45



A
Rl
Homestay as a Driver of

Sustainable Development
Goals in the Himalayan Region

Kalpana Bhakuni & Ashvini Kumar

Abstract

The Himalayan region has remote areas with abundance of scenic beauty
and cultural heritage. Lately, mass tourism has caused irreparable damage
to the natural systems of the hill states of the Himalayas. As an alternative
to mass tourism the concept of homestay, as the ‘soft tourism’ with low
start-up cost and low visitor impact, has been promoted. Homestay offers
affordable and inexpensive lodging for tourists in the existing traditional
houses, sometimes renovated for the visitors to make a comfortable stay.
Homestay as a means of community-based ecotourism, is adopted as an
effective measure of providing livelihoods to the locals. It is about managing
all the resources in such a way that economic, social and aesthetic needs of
people can be fulfilled, while maintaining the cultural integrity, ecological
processes, bio-diversity and nature support systems through homestay, as
asocial entrepreneurship. In this work, homestay is envisaged as a driver to
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by steering the pathways to a
sustainable future for all concerned in the selected hill states. They address
the challenges the hill communities face today, including those related

to poverty, hunger, gender inequality, climate change, environmental
degradation etc.

Keywords: Homestay, Community-based ecotourism, Sustainable
Development Goals, Soft tourism, Himalayan region.

Homestay, has lately emerged as the most viable alternative to
‘hard tourism’ in those development' regions where the local
economies are positioned in close alliance with nature and culture.
Homestay, as a concept is as simple as ‘staying at some locals or
foster family’s home'. The guest of a homestay would be staying in
home-like accommodation with shared living spaces, facilities, and
amenities (Lama 2018). Utilities and meals are usually included and
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Women as Equal Partners in Disaster Risk Reduction Planning and

Management
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ABSTRACT

Women have long been viewed as unequal victims of any disaster. It is documented many
times and many case studies show that they suffer more since majority of them especially in
developing countries are economically dependent. They have less disposal of resources at
hand to decide independently, are also considered as weak physically, a responsibility or a
liability since majority of them are illiterate, uneducated to make any decision and also are
not considered at par and are discriminated at the time of relief distribution. They are not
trained and skilled enough to save themselves and evacuate others at the time of emergency.
This is one aspect of impact of disaster on women which has been widely covered in various
studies and reports after the disaster.

On the other hand, in recent years some studies have highlighted the role of women in
rehabilitation and relief operations after the disaster as well as use of their skills in building
resilient communities. It is important to give them equal responsibilities, by providing
training to them in evacuation and relief operations, making them self-independent and also
motivating and encouraging them to be part of decision-making committees on disaster
planning and implementation. Though these studies have been done at local levels and at
very small scale but they show the positive impact of making women as equal partners in
disaster management. It is time that we now focus on women not as a victim but as a
resource or as an asset in disaster management process.

The National Policy on Disaster Management approved by Government of India in 2009
does not even mention the role and participation of women in Disaster Management. Any
policy framework for engendered risk management system would have to focus on the
holistic system of disaster management. It should have equal participation of all members of
society. What we have right now is lopsided policy heavily tilted towards men and ignore not
only the special needs of women but also do not acknowledge the special skills and
contributions that women can make to minimize the impact of disaster. The policy
frameworks also do not focus on capacities of women in mitigating the hazard in recovery
and rehabilitation work. The inherent qualities of women in managing meager resources,
equal distribution of resources among family members, as caretakers and also their strategies
to safeguard environment and efficient management of resources can help in reducing the
occurrence and the impact of disaster. Women can be included in all aspects of disaster
management from preparedness to recovery phase. Women should not be looked only as a
victim but they should be imparted skills so that it further improves their participation in
disaster management.

Keywords: DRR, leadership, inclusive development, National Policy on Disaster
Management
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Women are viewed mostly as victims of disasters. Studies depict that they suffer more, especially in developing countries

because they are economically dependent, have less disposal of resources at hand, are considered as weak and illiterate to make any
decision and also are not considered at par at the time of relief distribution and they are not trained and skilled enough to save and
evacuate themselves and others at the time of emergency is well documented in number of studies.

The social structure of society further enhances the vulnerabilities of women since they face discrimination/ abuse/ violence
at home which tend to increases at the time of distress. Their contribution to society and family is mostly informal, the types of
activities they are engaged in is not measured in economic terms, this further discriminate them at the time of distribution of relief
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ABSTRACT

In the global context of tourism, many destinations of huge mass appeal have reached a point of tourism
growth which is accompanied by challenges, many of which can be summed up with the term
‘overtourism’. The credit system, greater mobility, expanding middle class of society, paid vacations,
corporate incentives, digital media, social networking and aspirations of new generation resulted into ‘too
much of tourism’ at some popular destinations. In such cases negative experiences of both visitors and
locals undermine the very spirit of tourism that often leads to conflicts which results into greater
complexity. One such case is Nainital which is a lake town in the Indian Himalayan zone facing the
challenge of overtourism. Overtourism may not be the endpoint of tourism growth but it certainly needs a
diagnostic system that helps in identifying the risk of tourismphobia among the local people and visitors
alike. When overcrowding goes too far, the repercussions are difficult to reverse, therefore, each
destination needs to develop, implement and monitor its own set of solutions.

Keywords:  Overtourism, Carrying Capacity, Social Conflict, Lake Town, Overcrowding,
Congestion Management, Nainital lake.

The tourism industry focuses almost exclusively on b) Is ‘overtourism’ the culmination of tourism
growth in terms of tourist arrivals. The targets are development?

set to reach bigger volume of tourists with little or
no concern for the impacts. In the initial years of
cash inflow the euphoria catches up with the
entrepreneurs, businessmen and local communities

c) Does ‘overtourism’ directly affect the social
fabric of a destination by generating
conflicts due to excess of tourism?

but after few decades of virtually uncontrolled According to the UNWTO the definition of
growth the thresholds of resources are crossed. overtourism is “the impact of tourism on a
Recently such an excess of tourism is termed as destination, or parts thereof, that excessively
‘overtourism’. It raises few pertinent questions: influences perceived quality of life of citizens and/or

quality of visitor experiences in a negative
way”.(UNWTO, Executive Summary, 2018). The
Responsible  Tourism Partnership

a) |If there is excess of tourism or ‘too much of
tourism’ what comes next in the tourism
development?
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This research focuses on studying the visitors of parks in the urban city of Delhi, in
terms of the reasons of people to visit such parks, their perception towards the
environment and green space, knowledge of biodiversity etc

1. Introduction

The urban environment of Delhi is dominated by high
Population density, vehicular congestion, industrial and
commercial activities and the resultant high Greenhouse Gas
e¢missions and build-up of other pollutants in the atmosphere.
Water both surface and ground is highly polluted in the city by
the dumping of domestic and industrial sewage water into
streams and lakes and by surface runoff. The land in the city
has a dominant residential, commercial and industrial land use
interspersed by green spaces in the form of locality parks,
heritage parks and urban forests. These green areas give a
breathing space to the city and are made use of by the locality
residents for fitness, leisure and recreational activities.

The present rescarch aims to understand how important
are these green spaces for the residents of the city and in tumn
how well do the residents understand the biodiversity of the
green space they use for their various activities. This work is a
case study of Gulmohar Park which is frequented by residents
in the densely populated nearby localities of Gulmohar Park,
Hauz Khas, Gulmohar Enclave and Gautam Nagar. It also
houses an old historic structure near the entrance which dates
to period of the Lodhi dynasty in Delhi according to the
signboard installed by the Department of Archacology,
Government of the N.C.T of Delhi near the monument. The
signboard also notes that its history is largely unclear, apart
from its name that refers to a general term referring to a
revered saint, however it may have been important in the past
as indicated by its proximity to the nearby historical Siri Fort.
The park has a rich flora of trees, shrubs, seasonal flowering
plants and other vegetation. Trees in the park are the Ashoka
Tree, Neem, Vilayati Kikar. Sacred Fig (Peepal.), Banyan,
Mulberry, Blackboard Tree, Cluster Fig (Goolar), Chamror,
white Bark Acacia, Thomy Ronjh and a lone Silver Oak.

2. Literature Review:

Paul and Nagendra(2017) studied the cases of 4 parks to
understand various perspectives of the visitors of these parks.
It was found that a majority of the visitors appreciated the
environmental and psychological benefits that may be
provided by such green spaces. It was also noted that while
most park visitors were from the areas located in the park’s
proximity, however some travelled from greater distances,
even when they had smaller parks in their neighbourhood, as
they appreciated large parks such as those studied in their case.

Bhalla and Bhattacharya(2015) stated that feel pleasant
under tree shade and aesthetical value of trees in green areas

were major benefits for nearby residents. They noted that
diversity of trees in the parks is a concern.

3. Methodology:

A semi structured interview was conducted from the
visitors to the park in the morning (6:00-8:00 am) and evening
(5:00-7:00 pm). Daily around these times there are 150-200
visitors to the park and around 100 visitors during moming
and evening were randomly interviewed. They were asked
about the reasons of using the park, their perception towards

the environment and importance of green spaces, knowledge
of biodiversity etc.

4. Findings

The visitors to the park were asked the reason for their
visit and 90% said they come for walk, exercises and yoga.
Many come to do exercises and yoga in large groups taking
care of their fitness as well as socialising. Around 30% include
jogging after walk. The green area has a pleasant feel and 10%
of the people come to the park to sit and feel this aspect. The
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Himalayan Community and Stewardship of
Ecological Sustainability
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The Himalayan region is a distinct natural entity marked with
its high order of biodiversity, scenic beauty and ecological
sensitivity. It is a pristine resource region endowed with potential
natural resources, which are unique because they are important
within the region but they are more relevant outside the region.
These resources sustain the lives of millions inhabiting the
lowlands and plains throughout its extent. The ecosystem services
that the Himalayas provide are vast. The Himalayan river basins
are home to about 1.3 billion people and supply water, food and
energy to more than 3 billion people in the world.

The Himalayan region spans over eight countries: Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Myanmar, Nepal and Pakistan.
This mountainous region characterises complex geological
antecedents, diverse biological resources and unique cultural
heritage. Himalayan region emerges as a complex interplay of
natural and human elements at their critically best order of
survival. The lofty mountains, glistening glaciers and alpine
transhumance at high altitudes; the human settlements with their
subsistence cultivation and livestock at medium altitudes and
some industrial set ups and farms in the fringes of ‘tarai’ at lower
altitudes — the entire ecological array is represented by the
Himalayan region. Though the terrain and ground conditions
have been challenging and difficult, human will and instincts,
over a long period of time, have discovered the blessed worth of
land, water, forest and serene environment of this region. Such
adaptations and resilience has helped the people in this region
lead a self-contained life over centuries. They have gradually
learnt how to master their surroundings without conflicting with
its natural impulses.

All through this, the hill communities have played a great
stewardship to the natural endowments around them, and this
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ABSTRACT

Nainital- a celebrated lake town of Uttarakhand region of Indian Himalayas, has a personality of natural
landscape of mountainous character transformed as a popular settlement of administrative, economic and
educational prominence. The natural lake of Nainital commands a mass appeal to the tourists and locals
alike. The ecosystem boundary of Nainital lake, has been highlighted through number of discontinuities
coinciding here. Besides, the ability of this lake ecosystem to deliver services to the locals, and in much
larger dimension for the tourists, has been assessed in this study. This has enabled to determine the
services valued by the tourists and local inhabitants, and classify ecosystem services along functional lines
using categories of provisioning, regulating, cultural and supporting services. The evaluation of services is
qualitative in nature in this work, rather than quantitative such as accounting. The assessment of the
condition of ecosystems, the provision of services, and their relation to well-being of all the people in this

lake region, should be fulfilled by adopting an integrated approach.

Nainital a lake town in the Himalayas, has a distinct
identity with a wide variety of natural, rural and
urban landscape of mountainous character. The
focal point of Nainital is a natural lake which draws
scores of tourists every season. Primarily, this lake
system has served as the prominent centre of
population in this hill region. The ecosystem
boundary of Nainital lake has been highlighted
through number of services provided. Besides, the
ability of this lake ecosystem to deliver services to
the locals, the mass tourism assumes much larger
dimension in this context.

Nainital is located approximately at 7925’
East longitude and 2924’ North latitude. .Naini lake
is situated at an elevation of 1938 m, covering an
area of 11.73 sq kms. Almora district lies to the north
of Nainital and to its south lies the Udham Singh

Nagar district. In the east, the Champawat district
and in the west, district of Pauri Garhwal are
located.

Nainital, right from the days of its advent
remained a place of administrative power and
authority, gradually grown into a prominent centre
of education with a number of reputed boarding
schools and institutions, and also a landmark of
kumaoni culture. But its most notable identity poses
it as a hugely popular tourism destination of
Uttarakhand. Though the emergence of tourism in
this hill destination has been impressive in last few
decades, but now it has assumed totally different
proportion. ‘Himalayan mountain tourism is a
relatively new industry that has seen explosive but
uncontrolled, demand-led growth in the past three
decades; tourists have simply arrived in areas
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IMPACT OF CASTE FACTORS IN DECISION-MAKING
PROCESS IN GRAM SABHA IN RAJASTHAN

0. P. Koli’

\b\u.u‘t

PSR DU

Gram Sabha 1s the busionni‘t'ol‘ de\"elopmenl ‘under lhc l’zinchuyuli Raj system. In country like
India having hierarchical social system plays an nnpom\m role in the decision-making process in
local governance at “'ldb\lOOlb level. The plebent research paper is an attempt to analyze the
umpact of caste factors in. deelsmn 1nak1ng ploeess of the development at village level. It is a
qualitativ 'c-uun-quanntanve work based :on pr1mary survey: in 2011. The analysis of the study
reveals that the caste is very rigid phenomena and plays a s1gn1ﬁcant role in decision making
process at village level development Caste fact01 affect the part1c1pat1on in the Gram Sabha

neetings, taking decxslon on part1cular 1ssues and‘1mt1at1hgfdevelopment process in a particular

area of the Panchayat and taklng ﬁnal shape of development as a whole unit. Moreover, the study
indicates that the uppe1 castes’ has dommantly affects the: de01s1on making and development
process at village level whlle lower cmstes have 1nsxg,n1ﬁcant role in decision making and
development process due to thelr socio- econormc condmon cahber attitude ,keen interest and

liaison etc. It is ev1dent that dCSpltC the Pdnchayatl R"g System has firstly introduced in the

district of Nagaur in Rajasthan m the country, does not achleve the basic goal of development till

date, because caste is stlll strongest factor affectlng, development process at individual as well as

community level in the rural socxety of Indla

Key words: Caste, Grqnj Sabha, Grnm'Panchﬁ_yat,_l’mlellﬁyn_fi Raj Institutions, Rajasthan.
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A Loeal Governance and Developnient Process: A Study of
Alwar and Nagaur Districts ol Rajasthan
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Abstract \
Local Governance plavs significant IUI( in the development process at grassrools level. In India, il is a

three tier system ‘of the people, by 1/1‘ p( ople, for the people’. The paper is an attempl lo explain the
development process at third tier Village, or Gram Panchayat through the participation and
decision making process ?m the de ulupnu ul of own choice. The present paper is a qualitative cum
quantitative work based on plumu\ data surveved in Alwar and Nagaur districts of Rajasthan in 2011,
A composite index hay been made to shiow the levels. of deé velopment under the local governance in
selected Village Panchavats. Analysis of the study has revedled that participation in village council
meetings and development process has greatly influenced by ‘he socio-ecconomic conditions of the
elected representatives and participants- of social groups.- The social groups from which a village
headman and participants belongs are the most influencing facl()r in decision making as well as in
development process. The levels of the development and development process under the system of local
gmumnvu have a caste bias and unuqua[ dist1 lbultonal pattern. It has evidently provccl that despite
the Panchayati Raj System firstly inti oa’ucw’ n Naoau/ dtst/ zct m the country on 2" 4 October, 1959,

could not achieved its <roals
Key words: Development P ocess, Vz/laoe Panc/zayats Gram Sabha Loca/ Governance.

Introduction a s o ,
The Indian society which'is based on hleraxchdl social ordu the palametms of gender, caste, class and

religion are crucial in determlnmg the educatlon -along; with: over’ all socio-economic development
(Deen, 2014). The agrarian economy is main:feature of mral Indm Rural economy in India needs to
specific requirement for over .all; development""Gram Sabha is: ‘the basic unit of local governance to
fulfill these specific needs for development. The Gram Sabha' is.governing body of elected and non-
elected members of the village. It.works on the baSIS of the ‘gencral meeting of adult residents within
the area® of Panchayat’. It is basic unit of local governanCe which is run by the direct participation of
the general people of the village. Every Panchayat circle should have a Gram Sabha (refexred to In
Antyodaya circulars as Majma c-Aam) . ‘consisting of all pcrsons in. the village registered in the
electoral rolls. Customarily Indian soc1ety is run by hierarchical structure of caste system featuring the
social exclusion and mequahtles in its caste relations Wthh is.the backbone of the Indian society
(Deen 2015). The caste is unbendmg in nature‘whlch phys an. nnportant role in the process of decision
making for socio-economic development at Vlllage level. Caste ‘factor affect the participation of the
villagers in the wllage council taking deCISlon and starting the process of development on a particular
issue and area in the village. Thus,. the present 1eseqrch paper ‘is an attempt to analyze levels of
development under the " different’ government. sohemes implemented through Panchayati Raj
Institutions in the study area. The: :paper, has been’ d1v1ded into three sections. First section provides a
description of legal processes of functxonmg local govemance ‘at grassroot level along with brief
description of social profile of the study area’ ‘Second; section analyzes the levels of development under
different government schemes. in the ‘selécted” v111age councils. Finally, the last section provides a
logical discussion along with a detail quahtatlve interview to. show the pattern of levels of development
in the villages. The study indicates that {he dominant castes aﬁeet the developmcnt process as well as
levels of development which ‘ar¢. responsible fox mcquallty 1nvmce- ceonomlc condition of social
groups at different localitics mhabltcd in the vx]hgc

Study Area . : vy el A

)

i

j ! “Gram Sabha” is the village oounul asa ‘main body in loe'll [,ovumme
3 L “ ?
Panchayat area” or “Panchayat Cm,le ? means lhe Lemlomll area of a l’.mclmydt

www.theinternationaljournal.org > RJSSM: Volume ()6, Number: 08, Decm




PVeL R

!

Eh

measure to reduce air pollution the Delhi gow
ernment
tz{; ;glt;dm l:tw«n Red Fort and India thes"car-&n:nmdoedch&?
and only public transport allowed on this stretch,

lnochcrpamofﬂ\oworldwhendr
pollution has been
in recent times stringent measures have been taken to. E;’::l:l"\:

systems will be expanded substantially, and older vehicles
be phased out by 2017, Many cities of Europe have taken va:-lr:t::
'om:vuum to overcome the problem of air pollution like delimiting
emission zones where only vehicles using cleaner fuels can
enter. In certain areas like Central London,Stockholm and
Singapore congestion charges are levied onprivate vehicles during
certain peak hours of the day. In Milan in 2008-2011 pollution
linked congestion pricing system called “Ecopass” was
implemented in which drivers paid on the basis of vehicle
emissions and this effectively reduced pollution levels in the city.
The WHO has stated that the levy of congestion charges has
resulted in 58% reduction of diesel particles and nitrogen oxide
emissions by 20%. In Beijing there is also prohibition of sale of
diesel cars without particle filters. Recently in Europe a ban on
diesel cars in Paris has been decided by 2020. There should be
shifting to clean modes of power generation and prioritizing rapid
urban transit.

Air pollution in urban areas is a result of human activities. Hence,
le practices of every individual can contribute towards a
clean and healthy environment. Making use of public transport,
car-pooling, walking or using the bicycle and proper maintenance
of private vehicles can help reduce vehicular pollution.
Consumption of goods manufactured in nearby areas reduces
the pollution from transportation of goods over long distances.

34

VOVVVOUNUNUN AR 464 ddddd

Urban Air Pollution

A healthy environment promotes human wellbeing and the
survival of all life on earth and so a reduction in air pollution
levels has become the need of the time. All government decisions,
policies and individual lifestyle choices should aim at a pollution
free clean atmosphere.
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Brahmanization of Popular Cults: Nagas in the Adi Parva of the
Mahabharata'

) Vinita Malik
Assistant Professor, Department of History, Kamala Nehru College, University of Delhi, Delhi, India
Email - malikvinita@yahoo.co.in, vmalik@knc.du.ac.in

Abstract: The story of the Mahabharata was transmitted by bhrigus, a bardic Brahmanical clan. The epic wn.sw
tampered and expanded over the period. The author would focus on the first book of the Mahabharata, the Adi
Parva that has plethora of source material on popular cults. It is the complexity of the text and here is an attempt
fo trace mythical conceptions in hierarchy of power. There is evidence of contestations at every point. Assimilation

cannot be without contestations as no religious tradition is without contestation. If critique emerges tradition can

be still carried ahead though with ruptures. Despite ¢ assimil, and confluence is not always a
very happy one. The ideas appear to be seeking position in mythology. We intend to explain myth and historically
co relate the aspect to demystify. There are conjectures that we should keep in mind. How far was the process
t'ruly assimilative and osmotic? On what lines were power contestations perceptible? Cultic practices allowed the
incorporations of popular practices around nagas and nagis and many other semi divine beings. The popular
cul{s manifested power tensions and tried to make inroads into mainstream traditions. This dual complexity of the
assimilative process made it fluid and rich at the same time. The study would unravel diverse voices within the
mythic and ritual traditions as well as their location on the geographical expanse. The paper explores the process
of brahmanization that reflected power tensions between brak ic and popular beliefs and the author attemplts

to perceive some of these notions. The conditions compelled the brahmanas to take notice of the sub strata of the
society and the lesser traditions.

Key words: bhrigus,nagas, myths ,yakshas, brahmanas, assimilative ,interactive popular, Kshatriyas.

A

1. Introduction:

The text Mahabharata cannot be taken as a monolithic type as it was under composition over eight centuries
¢.400BCE to ¢.400CE or more. However, it is generally held that some kind of 'Bharata' text had come into existence
around 400 BCE. It may eventually have become a Brahmanical text but during its inception it was part of the popular
folklore. In the process of popular traditions by bards, the text eventually gets brahmanized and has elite authorship. In
its evolution and expansion it may have assimilated local beliefs and made them mouth piece to spread ideas. Their

stories have been told and recounted in a specific manner by the narrator. In the Mahabharata, the action is focused in
the Ganga-Yamuna doab and the adjoining areas.

2. Aims and Objective:

The Aim of the paper is to explore the process of brahmanization that reflected power relations and at times
tensions between brahmanas and the popular cults. It is imperative to understand the osmosis that takes place between
popular and mainstream tradition, and leaves neither untouched. This interaction has shown that the brahmanical
tradition has been shaped by alternative traditions. The references to many popular traditions would reinforce our
understanding that the author was attempting at multiple perspectives on their position which might have had diverse
implications. Manifestations in beliefs of semi-divine are found in abundance in the Adi Parva. The popular beliefs are
not just minor deities of Indian religious tradition rather they are major in their own stand and do have potential to sway
the masses. Such traditions are part of interactive Indian culture and symbol of marginal identitics which can construct
historical identities. Here we attempt to consider naga traditions and worshippers/community as part of interaction,
assimilation and integration.

The objective of study is to hypothetically understand the myths as exemplified by tussle between Sanskritic
and non-Sanskritic elements. As an outcome of this how far was the process truly assimilative? Were Power
contestations also perceptible? Cultic practices allowed the incorporation of popular practices/traditions such as of
naga worshippers. Who really exercised power in the process of interaction: Brahmanas or Local practitioners? s the
ideology subservient to the interests of the dominant groups? Was the popular tradition subordinated? In the process of
brahmanization, do the bhrigus/Bhargava brahmanas actually acknowledge dominance of popular cults or exercise

! This is a modified version of a paper pi d in International Seminar of European Academy of Religi
Power, Bolo&. 2020
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Abstract.

In this paper, we prove the existence and uniqueness of common fixed point for C’iri’c-Riech-Rus
contraction mapping in the setting of Complex valued quasi-partial h-metric space. Some examples
are given to verify the effectiveness of our results.
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1. Abstract

The focus of this article 1= to find a fixed point which 15 common for a rationally contractive
pair of mappings in the setting of a complete Complex valued metrie space. The result is the
generahization of a vanety of established theories,

2. Introduction

An unfamiliar metric space with complex codomain, which is nothing but
generalization than well-known metric space, was proposed by Azam et al. [1]
and known as Complex valued metric space. They have established several
fixed point outcomes for a pair of contraction mappings for rational
expression, Azam et al. [1] strengthened the Banach contraction prineiple in
the framework of metric space which was Complex valued encompassing
rationally contractive behaviour that could not be relevant in cone metric
spaces. Ume [12] used the concept of a family of weak guasi metrics and
generating spaces of quasi metric family, In the entire article CVMS
exemplify Complex valued metric space and CFP for common fixed point.
Numerous mathematicians have analyzed various CFP formulations in
CVMS (see [14-17)).

2010 Mathematics Subject Classification: ATHO9, 4TH10, 54H25.

Keywords: Rational Contractivity, Complex valued metric spaces (CVMS), Common Fixed point
(CFP).
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SELF. GOD AND WORLD : A POSTMODERN PERSPECTIVE

Saba Parveen
Rescarcher University of Delhi, Delhi.

Manuscript History This paper trics to evaluates the Postmodem thought with special focus
Recaved: on the key concepts like “seif’, “God” and “World" and “values” by the
e key postmodernist thinkers of this novel Philosophy. It tries to reflect
Published: voooooooooooooo on the system of phik hics in West that aspired to foreground the
existence of man in some fixed universal and objective truths. The truth
the quest of human struggle has been to attain such a truth. Such human
aspiration has seriously been questioned by postmodemist thinkers to
bring forth a paradigm shift. This paper gives a glimpse into the
remarkable shift of thought.

Copy Right, LJAR. 2020, All reghs reserved

Introduction:-

mmMokaMUWmimﬂhhhmm
megulmmmbplp&humdw«mdwm
European Enlightenment. Postmodemists are radically opposed to modernist or Enlightenment belicfs and notions of
truth, reason and objectivity. They question totalistic ideologics of both universal progress and universal
emancipation. They question all epistemological and methodological frameworks aiming at complete or total
WwMoﬁhmm-;Tkymdw’d--ﬁmu
metanarratives. For postmodernists, there are no ultimate grounds of cxplanation, no ultimate foundations on which
1o raisc metaphysical ,ideological or theological systems. There are no objective accounts of values, truth and
history. World - vicws and value Systems arc culturally rooted. They are justifiable by recourse to cultursl criteria
and assumptions as well. They arc mutually incomparable, incommensurable and untranslatable. The cultures and
anMmhMmmmﬂmMubmWﬂ
agnostic attitudes and responses among us. The legitimating or grounding or totalizing manipulations of modenist
mmmmuwmhnuhhmkmﬁm-muww
Mhﬁiﬂhwinﬂdiﬂfuhﬁ%hﬂhl’mnw’ﬂ
indeterminatencss. Factually, Postmodernists have been decply suspicious of all so called rationaliss,
lmh.IWMMWMMWEWuMM
contextual of trans- situational knowledge-claim is pretentious and impossible of achievement and even formulation.
mm&wﬁmhdumkM*hMMihmdm
|mmmmwotmuhmmuumw-‘m&-hw
the text”. The meaning of any text or statement or proposition is condenned 1 remain indeterminate in view of the
utter unavailability of any metatextual or transtextual or extratextual reference point by recourse to which we coukd
mlbmummwwmhmﬂhwﬁmhlm“-ym
mmmumimuummwu«mwmhmmuwm
privileged position of revealing a core or basic or central meaning ofa text. The very quest for a comrect
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Kayanupassna: Examining Mindfulness of the
Body in Early Buddhism

Gaganjot Kaur

Abstract:

The body occupies an important place not only in the Buddhist
discourse on conduct but also in its discourse on mindfulness. The Pali
Canonical literature has been obscrved to have inconsistencies on the
topic of the body that create ambiguities regarding how one is to
understand one’s bodily existence. This paper is an examination of
kiyinupassand ot mindfulness of the body, and is mainly concered with
how these inconsistencies affect the understanding and practice of
Buddhist sotesiology. The two major problems that the paper addresses
ae: () projection of the human body as repulsive or repellent, and (@
view of female body and its impact on the pursuit of Buddhist
soteriology for women practitioners. Toward that end, relevant
instances have been cited from the canonical texts,

Keywords: Easly Buddhism, Kéynspasind, Mindfulness, Body.
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Introduction:

Rewriting India’s Colonial History

India’s Swaraj movement under the
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi was intended not
only to politically liberate the nation from the
colonial forces but also to make human community
socio-economically free from colonial-feudal
exploitation. Gandhi had the only dream to see
Sarvodaya India (welfare of all) and he
instrumentalized Swaraj movement to make that
dream true. However, decolonization from the
below was the most challenging political agenda
of the modern nationalists participated in this
Swaraj movement. The most crucial work was
mobilizing the hinterland society and lower classes
of these societies which were affected by modern
political systems in colonial period (Duara,
2004: 5). In the twentieth century Asia and Africa,
nationalist movements had different ways of
protests and mobilizations against colonialism such
as violent and peaceful methods. Nationalist
leaders like Kwame Nkrumah (Ghana) and
Mahatma Gandhi (India) were relatively
successful in peaceful mobilization of rural masses
and societies in their respective countries. On the
other hand, Mao Zedong (China) and Ho Chi
Minh (Vietnam) led aggressive revolutionary
movement in very violent way with huge casualties.

\ Odisha Review

Baji Rout : The Contribution of
a Little Hero to India’s Freedom Struggle

Dr. Kamalakanta Roul

Gandhi’s strategy of peaceful mobilization
(Ahimsha) specifically fascinated school children
and rural masses. The school students reposed
faith over Gandhi and believed that Ahimsha was
the only tool to emancipate India. School children
played very significant role in India’s freedom
struggle particularly in the “no tax campaign™ of
non-cooperation movement, Swadeshi
movement, Civil Disobedience movement. Dandi
Satyagraha and Praja Mandal movement against
the colonial-feudatory chiefs.

Gandhi had huge impact over the
freedom struggle of Odisha. Some young men of
the princely states left their schools and colleges
to join the non-cooperation movement launched
by Gandhi (Pradhan, 1985: 338). Gandhian
movement was widespread in the whole country
which inspired these educated young men to take
leadership of the tenant uprising in the princely
states (Gadajata) of Odisha. Baji Rout (1926-
1938) was an active member of “Banar Sena™
and participated in Praja Mandal movement in
Dhenkanal district of Odisha against the misrule
of colonial sponsored Gadajata rulers. He
courageously fought to make his village free from
colonial exploitation and wanted to uproot their
political agents. The terrible killing of Baji Rout
fueled the fire of India’s freedom struggle and the
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Remembering Parbati Giri:
Role in India’s Freedom
Struggle | Roul & Raul

Friday 23 July 2021 2
viole

by Kamalakanta Roul and Bimal Kumar Raul*

A A [E

Introduction: India’s Freedom Struggle Empowered the
Women

The contribution of women to India’s freedom struggle
occupies a prominent space in the history and politics.
Responding to the clarion call of Mahatma Gandhi,
Indian women massively came forward and led the
struggle from the front even when male freedom
fighters were in prison. In the same process, “Mahatma
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Introduction: New Idioms of Indian Nationalism

The intellectual canvass of contemporary Indian state
has been engaging with the rhetoric of nationalism. In
the bizarre rhetoric of muscular/virulent nationalism
vs. civic/secular nationalism, the political debate on
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Exploring Pushpagiri University of Ancient
Odisha : Going Beyond the Eurocentric
Knowledge System

Covid 19 virus has gravely hit several sectors of
modern life and livelihood especially market
driven economy, education and society. Lakhs of
people have lost their lives and professions in the
wake of the virus. Educational institutions have
been shut down and social life has been cut to
size ina particular way. Looking at the complexity
and multiple failures, the Prime Minister of India
has emphasized over the idea of “self reliant India’
(Atmanirbhar Bharat) (The Hindu, 2020:1). It
refers to the culmination of traditional and
modern knowledge, skill, innovations and
practices in life and livelihood. The Government
of India has started implementing Gandhian
economy to revive the micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSME).

Worldwide, education has become a
commodity in market and the liberal state has
withdrawn itself from imparting free education to
citizens. However, during the Covid 19 pandemic,
social and political scientists have been urging that
Indian academic curriculum from primary to higher
education must be revised and updated which can
make student self-dependent, self-reliance and
empower them even in difficult circumstances like
Covid 19. It has propelled to construct a “Non-
Western’ Indian discourse on economy, education,
epistemology and ontology.

AUGUST - 2020

Kamalakanta Roul

India’s Knowledge System

Knowledge has been an integral part of
Indian civilization and occupying prominent space
in every sects and beliefs since ancient Indian
civilization to the contemporary modern period.
Indian saints and monks spent their entire lives in
forest, and mountain only to gain the knowledge
of Niti, Nyaya, Sankhya, Mimansa,
Dharmashastra, Arthasashtra and many more
epistemic and ontological ideas. Even in present
day, Indian parents sacrifice their life, happiness
and wealth for the education of their children.
Education and knowledge are two interlinked
aspects of social life which can be achieved from
both the formal or informal institutions and also
from real life experiences. According to Vishnu
Purana, ‘knowledge is that which liberates’
humankind (Sa Vidya Ya Vimuktaye). Likewise,
8 Shrimad Bhagawat Gita (4: 33, 37, 38) urges
that knowledge is the great purifier and liberator
of'the self.

India’s knowledge tradition is ancient and
has been a continuous flow for arational as well
as speculative inquiry of metaphysical domain. It
is classified on the basis of memory (smriti) and
experiences (anubhuti). Kapil Kapoor says that
the discussion of Knowledge in India is
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The word ‘secular’ comies from the latin word ‘sacculum’ meaning

‘this world', as distinct from some ‘other world”. The very scope of
secularism is related with religion. In simple Secularism means
neither the state is religious nor irreligious or anii-religious but
respect for all religions or all the religions are equal in front of the
eyes of state. In this way the "Wall of separation’ is not here in
India berween state and religion as it is in US. The idea of secularism
was built in to the idea of progress.secularisation ;though nowhere
more than a fragmenting and incomplete process,however since
retained a positive consolation. In a society like India where people
worship different Gods and faiths then it is one of the significant
function of the state thac it has to respect plurality of religious
belief. People have a right to religion and culture . To deny one
religious group its rights would be undemocraric and unjust . And
to impose a majority religion on the minorities would be equally

175

Abstract

This article is an attemp to explore the major shifts in the food policy

yeark of India. Though the food palicy in India experienced various

wges i the pre-reform period d,e before 1991 and in the past-reform I
{ after 1991, But the momentous transformation i the food policy of i

a came after the Supreme Court verdict of 2001 which has formulated ,

solicy of Right 0 food as a legal entitlement and directed the states to

echanisims to make it accessible to the people. On the basis af

iterature, recent fechnology mitiatioes and the field expertences

states, this article arques that the implementation of the policy of

yiglt to food is a challenging fask for the states seeing its connection toith

the y alivays remamed

4

st overn

[ the major thrust of food polic

r-people specifically Tiving in rural aveas

i, POIS, Reforms, Constitution, [ustice, State,

Introduction

Indian state has recognized the right to tood as legally iusticiable._
For this the Parliament of India has passed the landmark law 21
National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA 2(.)13)_in S-;ptember 291::
Acrording to the main provisions ol lhis./\ct 7:»‘31-. of rv:xral and 50 u
of urban pupulatmn will get subsidized l'qod grains. The landmark
cantribution of this national legislation is to develop thg legally.
justiciable nature of right to food in I'ndia in place of genera
entitlemient. Under the main provisions ot this act Indian popu‘atx_qn, .
is classified into two categories such as priority households (PH) °
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In the Lines of Desirability and Feasibility
Addressing the Idea of Simultaneous Elections in India

Kamalakanta Roul”
Abstract

The paper argues that practical difficulties on the way of feasibility of
holding simultaneous elections can be removed only through political
discussion and political consensus. Indian political parties and their
leaders should understand the significance of this grand electoral reform
which will make India’s electoral democracy more substantial,
transparent and stable.

The debate on electoral reforms in India is always a heartwarming and a
positive move towards strengthening the spirit of participatory democracy.
In the similar vein, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has floated a very
significant idea of simultaneous election for Lok Sabha and state
assemblies. Simultaneous election is a structural reform which is
struggling in between the lines of two arguments: desirability and
feasibility. Public opinion is divided largely into three segments. frequent
elections put on hold development programmes, simultaneous election is
always attractive but not easy to achieve and finally, ‘simultaneous
elections will disdain parliamentary system and federal arrangements’.

Indeed, there are some practical difficulties before the idea of
simultaneous election. What is need of the hour is the political discussion
which will help in building the political consensus in favour of
simultaneous election. The article believes that this grand electoral reform
will streamline the chaotic politics of Indian democracy.

Key Words: electoral reform, feasibility, political parties, political
discussion, political consensus

* Kamala Nehru College, University of Delhi.
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CHILD SEX RATIO IMBALANCE AND CROSS
REGIONAL BRIDES: A GENDERED PARADOX
IN HARYANA AND UTTAR PRADESH

Dr. Bijayalaxmi Nanda, Dr. Nupur Ray, Richa Jairaj

Abstract

A deeply rooted cultuwral preference for sons has led to scaralty of girls in states
such as Haryana, Punjab, Uttar Fradesh and, Rajasthan. Gender-based violence,
sex-sefective abortions, discriminatory practices against girls and expensive
dowrles are common in these areas. The der biases have rived women of
thelr basic rights to education, mobmy,cmeo!pamrer, vment,
ownership of property/land and so on. This limits their overall development and
growth. Advancement in new reproductive technology has exacerbated the issue
of gender biased sex sefection or sex selective abortion, thus resulting in a
significantly skewed sex ratio. A skewed ratio of women o men has led to brides
being 'purchased’ from econamically marginalized states ke Bihar, Tharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, and West Beg}qal. As a resuit, these migrant brides are forced fo
negotiate with ‘new’ cultural and social situations. The paper attempts to
understand the struggle, exploitation, and abuse experienced by these “‘migrant
brides’ residing in three villages, namely Pipll village in Kharkhoda Tehsil of
Sonipat District, Deroll Ahir village in Narnaul Tehsil of Mahendragarh District and
Gurana village in Baraut Tehsil of Bahgpat district

Full Text:
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TEACHING AND RESEARCH ON PEACE STUDIES IN INDIA
EMERGING ISSUES AND CONCERNS

Dr. Ritambhara Malaviva
Assistant Professor, I‘L'[‘.HIHIL‘IH of Pohtcal Science,
KNamala Nehru College

Umiversity of Delhs

Abstract

Peace Studies has developed as a discipline with an alternative epistemology and
ontology as compared to the disciptines like international relations and security studies

Though its emphasis is on inter-disciplinary as well as participation from the grassroots
for the creation of knowledge, vet the discipline needs considerable enrichment with
interventions from the global South. This paper discusses some of the problems faced by
the discipline in India. Scholars face the tremendous challenge of countering the
hinaries created between the global North and South in course of the debate on the spurt

of intrastate conflicts in the developing world. The research on peace in the global Souzi:

faces several infrastructural constraints, a factor which has impacted the research |
cnvironment in the countiy. In light of these challenges. the paper offers some

suggestions on how to :mpro\'e the research, teaching. and pedagogy of the discipline in
India.

Keywords: Peace Studies
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Gender Discrimination and Violence against
Women: Connecting the Dots of Declining Child
Sex Ratio (CSR) in India
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WOMEN'S WORLD
by Bijayalaxmi Nanda, Nupur Ray, Ritwika Mukherjee, Richa Jairaj
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Introduction

There has been considerable research d violence ag: in India and the literature on
gender discrimination also abound. The integral link between the two issues can be examined in
the context of the dedining child sex ratio and its impact on surviving women. The stories of
violence against women are not mythically woven around the passive role of women as victims.
They are the lived everyday experiences of women.

As far as the declining child sex ratio is concerned, it reflects the gender balance in terms of
numbers between girls and boys in the age-group 0-6 years. It is common knowledge that this
ratio is skewed in favour of boys. The reason for this skewed ratio is the deep-rooted gender
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practitioners has actively aided this form of gender discrimination.

In this paper there is an attempt to interlink the gender discrimination reflected by India’s Child Sex
Ratio (CSR) with the violence faced by women using the data from the census and the National
Family Health Survey (NFHS). The paper also reviews selected works linking CSR, gender
discrimination and gender violence in order to examine how the issue has been framed within the
narratives emerging from research, leaming and activism. The paper finally strives to extrapolate
the same connection through some reflections from the field (specifically Haryana) in order to
provide a nuanced understanding of the same.

Exploring Child Sex Ratio and Violence against Women: Theoretical Inputs

The present study draws support from the existing literature on child sex ratio and thereafter
integrates it in the light of violence faced by women within the construct of gender discrimination.
The extensive body of work that exists on child sex ratio is difficult to compart-mentalise to a set
of distinct categories because of the risks of isolating the factors that exist therein.
Notwithstanding the issue of integration, the study attempts to categorise the existing literature
into three broad categories.

Demographic Concerns

Sex selective abortions arising out of pre-natal sex selection of female foetus has been advanced to
be the prime cause behind the shortfall of women and distorted sex ratios at birth. (Bongaarts,
2013; Guilmoto, 2009; Park and Cho, 1995) The parents’ prefi e for a son enables them to
manipulate the gender of the child through new reproductive technologies: if not, women keep on
bearing children until a male child is born. (8 ts, 2013) C ing behaviour of mothers have
implications for daughters being bom into large families. Son- preference-countering rules result
in differentials in the expected number of boys and girls. (Yamaguchi, 1989) If family sizes are
planned, then sons are usually born in small families and daughters come from larger families. The
desire to have sons thus leads to unwanted daughters who, in turn, stand at the vulnerability from
suffering discrimination and high risks of dying young. (Clark, 2000) Being born as a daughter can
have two ramifications: a) sibling effect: which says that girls take births in large families; b) birth
order effect: which implies that the birth of girls generally occurs early in the family. The sibling
and birth order effect is stronger in regions with high son-preference such as South Asia, South-
East Asia, North Africa, localised regions of north and west India. It is, on the other hand, lower in
sub-Saharan Africa. But this does not imply that countries of sub-Saharan Africa are devoid of son-
preference, as their contraceptive usage behaviour d idences of son-prefi e. (Basu and
De Jong, 2010)
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The Kandhamal Encounter: Reality and Response

KAMALAKANTA ROUL

The recent Kandhamal encounter killing has
been surrounded by multiple controversies and
engulfs a national level political debate. Any
sensible human being would lend sympathetic
support to the six innocent Adivasi/Dalit
civilians who were killed in broad daylight by
Special Police Officers (SPO) on July 8, 2016 in
the Malapanga forest of Tumudibandh block.
The heart-rending incident was accentuated by
the fact that one of the victims was an gighteen-
month infant, Gose Digal (a girl child). One of
the deceased was identified as a former ‘Naib
Sarpanch’ (Kukala Digal, 42) and amongst them
three were women. The encounter left five more
civilians severely wounded. (The Orissa Post, July
9, 2016)

The deceased and injured persons were
labourers working under the MGNREGA scheme
and returning to their village Gumudimaha
(Parampanga panchayat) after collecting their
wages from the Baliguda Bank. The encounter
by the State Police has been termed as a ‘fake
encounter’ and a ‘cold-blooded murder’ by civil
society activists. However, the encounter caul-
dron has opened up three major facets of the
Kandhamal crisis: acute poverty, emergence of
Maoists and the repressive role of the state.

Structural Failures and Social Turmoil

Tue Maoist upsurge in Kandhamal has been a
multidimensional issue. Hence, Kandhamal is a
classic case where caste, class, ethnicity and
religion have got enmeshed in such a degree
that it defies any stereotypical explanation. A
series of encounters in Kandhamal has seriously
challenged the competency of the state as the
authoritative agency to settle conflicts and puts
a question-mark on the credibility and impar-
tiality of the state institutions. The dubious role
of the civil society has only complicated the
issue. Considering the complexity of the problem
there is a need to address these multidimensional

Dr Kamalakanta Roul teaches Political Science at
the University of Delhi. He did his Ph.D on the
Kandhamal violence. He can be contacted at
kaamalakantaroul@gmail.com

issues instead of only focusing on any single
factor. In fact, the Kandhamal crisis is the mani-
festation of the state’s failure to address the
structural issues of poverty, unemployment,
and illiteracy. (Roul, 2016)

Kandhamal is primarily dominated by the
Kandha Adivasis. It became a district when the
Phulbani district was divided into two districts:
Baudha and Kandhamal in 1994. As per the
Census 2011, the total population of the
Kandhamal district is 7,31,952 which is 1.11 per
cent of Odisha’s population. The sex ratio of the
district is 1000: 1037. The Census record of 2001
states that the district has 51.96 per cent STs
and 16.89 per cent SCs. Out of the total
population Hindus constitute 81.42 per cent,
Christians 18.2 per cent and Muslims 0.35 per
cent. The district has 48 per cent illiteracy, the
maximum of such illiterates being Adivasis.
Primary schools are available only in 59.98 per
cent villages of the total 153 Gram Panchayats
and 45 per cent villages have no primary school
within five km radius. As many as 550 villages
still have no electricity. The district has scarce
means of communication: only 853 village roads
for a total 2515 villages and no rail connection.
(Roul, 2014)

It is one of the poorest districts and ranked
300 at the national and 29 at the State level in
terms of poverty measurement. The annual per
capita income is Rs 4743 only and more than
60 per cent tribal and Dalit people are unem-
ployed. Cultivation of ginger and turmeric is a
major occupation of the Kandhas. Some of them
collect minor forest produce like Sal leaves, dry
woods, honey, fruits and Mohua flowers etc.
The district has 78 per cent Adivasi BPL benefi-
ciaries and only 21.4 per. cent have permanent
houses.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP, 2008)
identified Kandhamal as an ‘extremely food
insecure’ district of Odisha. The rate of food
insecurity was so acute in the Kandhamal
district that it fell behind the infamous KBK
region (Kalahandi, Bolangir and Koraput) in all
indicators such as food availability, access to
food, food absorption, the food insecurity index
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Kandhamal Cauldron

he encounter killings in Gumudu-

maha village in Kandhamal, Odisha
on 17 July have put the focus on the
acute poverty in that area, the emer-
gence of Maoists and the repressive role
of the state.

By and large, the district has wit-
nessed three major problems: first, land
encroachment by outsiders, petty traders,
moneylenders and contractors which
has reduced the original landowners
to sharecroppers; second, sectarian role
of religious leaders; and third, caste
conflict.

It is a classic case where caste, class,
ethnicity and religion have got enmeshed
to such a degree that it defies any stereo-
typical explanation. Violence in Kandha-
mal has seriously challenged the compe-
tency of the state. The dubious role of
civil society has only complicated the
issue. In fact, the Kandhamal crisis is the
manifestation of the state’s failure to
address the structural issues of poverty,
unemployment, and illiteracy.

Benami transfer of land has made the
Adivasis landless whereas the same
community earlier used to consider
itself as “Kandha Raja”. The grabbed
land is being used for private farming,
religious practices and stationing the
security forces.

Some of the parts such as Brahmuni-
gaon, Katogarh, Daringbadi and Raikia
are known as the “Lal Corridor” or
red zone of Kandhamal. The killing of
Saraswati (2008) and abduction of an

Italian tourist (2012) by Panda cadres
generated fissures among Maoist groups
and thatled to divisions.

Maoists garner strong support from
Adivasis and Dalits in Kandhamal. Many
young people have joined them against
the administrative apathy and exploitation
in the district. Consequently, the Odisha
state is hell-bent on finishing them off by
creating a war-like situation in the tribal
corridors. The government launched a
special attack by the “greyhound force”
(specialised and trained military per
sonnel) from 2006. Currently, there are
seven battalions of the central govern-
ment, the Central Reserve Police Force
and five battalions of the Border Security
Force deployed across Odisha, consisting
of nearly 12,000 paramilitary troopers.
There are also about 700 prisoners cur-
rently facing trial in Maoist-related cases,
indicating that the state government is
faced with tough decisions.

Between 2000 and 2016 more than 5o
innocent tribal lives have been lost in
places such as Kashipur, Kalinganagar,
Paikmal, Kandhamal, Kalahandi and
Rayagada while leaving many seriously
injured. Neither the State Human Rights
Commission nor the state administration
is concerned or serious about the butcher-
ing of civilians by commandos. Maoists
are treated as “terrorists”, The state for-
gets that it is the poor tribals and Dalits
who have become supporters of this
movement because of forced marginali-
sation, deprivation and exploitation.

The Odisha government must under-
stand that dispatching more military bat-
talions will not resolve but aggravate the
crisis. Moreover, the policymakers should
emphasise a bottom-up development
model while encouraging people’s par-
ticipation in the development processes.
Kamalakanta Roul
University of Delhi
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WHY WE HAVE SPIT IN OUR INTESTINES:
A STORY OF DEATH ASSISTING LIFE

Gitika Yadav
Research Scholar, Department of Psychology, University of Delhi, Delhi, India
ABSTRACT

The motif of the devil or death lord destroying the creation is present in many nations across the globe. The present
study takes into account the version in Siberia. The high god Ulugan creates man in his own image and leaves him
in the protection of his dog, the death lord Erlik comes and bribes the dog with a golden coat to take a look at the
creation by Ulugan. Since the dog was on guard he marked the creation with his spittle. When Ulugan came and
saw what had happened he was not left with many options so he turned man inside out. Since then, man carries the
death substance inside him. The story has been analyzed using the tool of archetypal amplification given by Carl
Jung. Carl Jung was a Swiss psychiatrist who gave the school of Analytical psychology. It focuses on the study of
archetypes in understanding the deeper layers of the psyche. The mythic datum is of significance in studying the
archetypal patterns of behavior and the psychic functioning of people who live by them. The symbolic meaning of
the story comes to light on analysis. The story sheds light on how man is an amalgamation of both life and death
forces and was completed by the contribution of both.

Keywords: Death, Siberia, Ulugan, Erlik, Spit, Instinct

Introduction:

The motif of devil or death lord destroying the creation is present in many nations across the globe. The present
study takes into account the version in Siberia. The high god Ulugan creates man in his own image and leaves him
in the protection of his dog, the death lord Erlik comes and bribes the dog with a golden coat to take a look at the
creation by Ulugan. Since dog was on guard he marked the creation with his spittle. When Ulugan came and saw
what had happened he was not left with many options so he turned man inside out. Since then, man carries the death
substance inside him. Erlik was created by Ulugan himself and later on punished to be the Lord of the dead or the
ones who do not have souls. The story is analyzed using the tool of archetypal amplification. Amplification of the
symbols helps in understanding the historical and cultural variants of the symbol and its significance in context. The
mythopoeic imagination visible in the story talks in metaphors and constellates the psychic experiences of man.
Amplification allows to circumscribe and allows to shine the light on the symbol.

Dataum:

“Why we have spit our intestines- Siberia

ThX creator lord called Ulgan had Erlik, the water being, bring him mud from the bottom of the ocean. However,
Enlik kept a piece hidden in his mouth when Ulgan began expanding the mud, the piece inside Erlik’s mouth also

gan tg expangd and he started to choke. Finally he had to spit out that piece of mud. Ulgan was very angry by this
each ursed Erlik to be the king of soulless ones.

e of earth had expanded enough, Ulgan waved his arm and the earth took the shape it is today. Now
ided it was time he created beings who would live on this newly formed earth. So he set about fashioning
‘women, birds and beasts....

gan experimented with beasts. He made a dog with a smooth skin and gigantic jaws and breathed life into it.
¢ dog shook itself and growled ferociously and this made Ulgan happy.

12930 www.ijariie.com 1782
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Gitika Yadav

Research scholar, University of Delhi, Delhi, India

ABSTRACT

Mythic stories are psychic utterances that come from the depths of the unconscious. How psyche accepts and
appreciates death is looked into the present study. Ulugan creates life with the help of his other brother Erlik who
later on wishes to assert his own authoritv. His intentions are understood and thwarted by Ulugan who tells him to
be confined to the marshlands and become the king of death. The dead also get their designated place as soon as the
place for the living is created. T he story is analyzed using the tool of archetypal amplification given by C. arl Jung.
The school of Analytical psychology was ushered in by him. He propounded the concepis of archetypes and the
collective unconscious. He used the mythic datum to unearth the psychic past and functioning of mankind. It is
observed after analysis that the land of living and the dead are created together. The land of death is seen as the a
place of continuation of existence.

Keywords: Death, Erlik, Ulugan, Carl Jung.

Introduction:
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comes a being other than himself for the first time and develops a bond with him. He names him Erlik. Erlik informs
him of the potent mud below the water surface and gives him the idea of creating the earth out of the same. The
Lord asks Erlik to get the mud out of the water. Thinking of asserting his own authority Erlik tries to hide the mud in
his mouth for himself as well. As soon as the mud begins to expand including the one in his mouth Erlik is left with
no other choice than to spit the mud out. This irks Ulugan who at once is able to understand the intentions of Ulugan
and punishes him by making him the king of the dead. The mud thus spit becomes the marshlands. The story begins
at creation and ends after the creation of the land of the living as well as the land of the dead. They both come into

existence at the same time.

Datum:
“How Marshlands Came to Be ...

In the time before time was ever measured, the world had just been created by the creator, Lord Ulgan. And in the
beginning of all beginnings, once as he was walking through the clouds, he saw a slrange sight. There was
something floating in the primordial ocean. It had a face, but the rest of the body was shapeless. While the face
remained intact, the rest of the creature’s form changed as the waves rose and fell.

Now Ulgan had always assumed that he was the only being who existed in the universe and was astonished to see
another being sharing it. Unable to contain his curiosity and annoyance, Ulgan swooped down and asked, “Who are
you?’

The being changed shape few tipes d.¢bdn said. *‘Who am,I? That’ a good question because you see, | don’t have
a iainc.’
13212 Q&‘)x W ijariie.com 980
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Hope and personality: OCEAN of hopeful thinking

Anamika Das, Divya Arora, and Varsha Singh
Department of Psychology, Kamala Nehru College, Delhi University, New Delhi

Hope can be defined as the process of positive thinking in which the person make use of Pathway and Agency
thinking. Pathway thinking is the ability to produce alternate routes when original ones are blocked. Agency
thinking is requisite inspiration to use the pathway to reach desired goal. Hope allows people to deal with problems
with a deliberate mind-set and through a planned strategy. Hope is a positive expectation about the future that
motivates goal directed behaviour, and leads to the development of wholesome personality. The five factors
commonly used to describe personality are Openness to experience, neuroticism, agreeableness, conscientiousness
and extraversion. The aim of this research was to understand the relationship between hope and big five personality
trait for young adults. In this research a sample 0of 235 Female aged 18-25 years were assessed on the Hope Scale and
the NEO-FFI-3 and Pearson Correlational design was used. Results indicated that Hope, and its components
Agency Thinking and Pathway Thinking were significantly positively correlated to Conscientiousness and
Extraversion. Neuroticism and Openness to Experience significantly correlated with Hope, while only Openness to
Experience correlated with Pathway Thinking and no significant correlations were found with respect to Agency
Thinking. Lastly, Agreeableness Personality Trait established no significant Correlations with Hope or its
components. Thus the study was concluded with a comprehensive understanding of Hope and its relationship with

Global Personality dimensions.

Keywords: hope, personality, agency thinking, pathway thinking, neuroticism, extraversion, openness, agreeableness

Human beings are motivated to work harder when they are hopeful
that they will be able to do it and work hard to achieve it. Without
hope people are not that much motivated towards working harder and
aspire and have a faith on them that they will be able to do it.

Stotland (1969) explored the role of expectancies and cognitive
schemas and described hope as involving important goals for which
there is a reasonably high perceived probability of attainment.
Snyder refers hope as a goal-driventhought in which the person
exploits pathway and agency thinking.

Hope theory

The hope theory proposed by Snyder involves a thinking pattern of
Pathway thinking: This thinking has been defined as the ability to
produce alternate routes when original ones are blocked. In this
thinking pattern the person is able to produce alternate solutions in
the way of achieving goal. It also involves Agency Thinking: Agency
thinking is considered to be the motivation that a person gives to
himself when he or she when a person encounters hindrance on the
trail in achieving to a particular aim. The person is motivated himself
that he or she will overcome the obstacle if comes on the way to
achieve a goal. If a person is able to successfully pass the hindrance
or obstacle either by using pathway or agency thinking or both it
tends to produce a positive state in the person and he or she will be
hopeful that he or she will achieve the goal.

People with high hope scores tend to have a positive emotional set
as they were able to handle difficult situations in the past whereas low
hope people will tend to have negative emotional set as they have
received failure in their past and were not able to achieve goal.On the

Corresponding Author:

Anamika Das
Department of Psychology, Kamala Nehru College
Delhi University, New Delhi
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way to achieve a goal the person may encounter a stressor that would
cause hindrance or obstacle in the way and will prevent the person in
moving forward to achieve the goal. People who have high hope will
be able to pass these stressors by finding alternate routes or having a
confidence and motivation in them that they will be able to achieve
the goal. People with low hope scores may not be able to move forward
as they are unable to produce alternate solutions and may lack in
confidence, motivation self-esteemtowards achieving the goal.

The term 'Personality' has emerged from 'persona'- a Latin word
meaning mask. Thus, personality can be understood as influencing others
through one's outward appearance. Many researchers and theorists have
defined the term personality in different ways. Most definitions focus
that personality has an ever changing nature. It is dynamic, not static.
Personality plays the role of an integrating agent between
physiological (body) and psychological (mind) aspects of a human.

Mischel (1976) described Personality as “the distinctive patterns
of behaviour (including thoughts and emotions) that characterize
each individual's adaptation to the situations of his or her life.” As
per McCrae and Costa (1989)personality is the “enduring
emotional, interpersonal, experiential, attitudinal and motivational
styles that explain behaviour in different situations.” Mayer (2007)
defined personality as “the organized developing system within the
individual that represents the collective action of that individual's
major psychological subsystems.”

Thus, these definitions present different aspects, views and
explanations about the dimensions of personality. The theoretical
concept of personality can be defined in the light of major theories of
personality. They involve varied ideas about the relationship
between personality and other traits, different notions about the way
personality develops, etc.

Bigfive factory theory
This theory suggests that all personality traits can be grouped under
five factors. These factors are as follows:
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Embodying good moral woman: Psychological
burdens lived by women in India

Varsha Singh and Ishita Bhardwaj
Department of Psychology, University of Delhi, Delhi

Morality concerns and applies to us through the social system we are a part of. Morals are the defining principles of
what is right and wrong. They are learned through the process of socialization, from family, society and through
observation. Thus, morality becomes ability, skill and a thought process that enables one to take right moral
decisions and exhibit moral behaviour. Serving Patriarchal system; morals for women in our society are largely
defined in an androcentric manner and the gender dichotomy in moral orientation remains strong. This study, using
literature review is an attempt to reflect upon the kinds of moral values a female in our society is ingrained with and
psychological vulnerabilities associated with it; which can help us understand the genesis of day-to-day
problematic issues and challenges faced by women today affecting their well-being.

Keywords: women, psychological burdens, morality and patriarchy

Morality concerns with virtuous thought and act, which ought to
apply to every human being by the way of the social system we are a
part of. However, in our society, by default, it is the woman in whom
the morality is expected to reside. The moral standards placed on
women are always high, list of ought's and should's for her is longer
as compared for males. So, she has to be responsible, right, good and
virtuous all the time, she can't afford to make mistakes and being
moral is totally her prerogative. Surprisingly being moral does not
benefit her; she is still considered inferior to men and abused. Instead
the benefits are aimed toward the maintenance of society and the
honor of family. And if a woman fails to abide by the standards placed
upon her, she is judged as immoral deviant, bad, vulgar and a
disgrace for family and society. On the other hand there is absolute no
concept of male accountability; common to all men is abhorrence of
women evincing bodily or sexual autonomy.

These hierarchical ideas about gender role in Indian society and
underlying biased social norms were highlighted by debates on
sexual violence in India after the gang rape on 16 December 2012 in
Delhi. The views sanctioned rape as a result of inappropriate clothing
my girls (Balla & Vishnu, 2013). This shows that in India, even today
when a girl gets raped, people believe and maintain that it's her fault,
she is responsible for it. She should not stay out of home during dark
hours and should dress up appropriately, covering her body. She
should abide by the moral values, else would be cause of one's own
misfortune. And thus, according to Lynch (2007) throughout South
Asia, (following patriarchal system) moral behavior is important for
women's survival.

Morals are the defining principles of what is right and wrong. They
are learned through the process of socialization, from family, society
and through observation. Thus morality becomes ability, skill and a
thought process that enables one to take right moral decisions and
exhibit moral behavior. Moral behavior is the act that is valued by the
observer as right and good (Wayne & Langley, 2010). However a
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moral action is said to be so in terms of its reference with its
desirability in society and its profit and common good.

India follows a patriarchal system where hierarchy prevails over
equality and women are considered subordinate and inferior. As
long as elements of ideology in a culture explicitly devalue women,
symbolic devices implicitly value them inferiorly and social
structural arrangements exclude them from participation; the
subordination of a woman and her oppression will remain in society
as one of the true universals and a pan cultural fact (Ortner, 1973).
Serving Patriarchal system morals for women too, in our society are
defined in an androcentric manner and the gender dichotomy in
moral orientation remains strong. Although social norms in Indian
society due to diverse range of communities are not uniform they
seem to converge especially on the norms regulating the conduct of
women. They are kept subordinate to men at all times or asserted to
be, by exemplary acts of violence. How does a woman feel bearing
up this responsibility? How does such a biased and andocentric
moral orientation of society affect her? Are some questions that this
write-up intends to look at.

This paper intends to portray what are the social norms and morals
that a female is ingrained with? What are the consequences and
difficulties that she faces due to these morals and how does it affect
her? And thus demands and requests a change in the society not in
mere terms of words but in thinking and action too. Researches so
far, in the area have been relatively sparse and have not focused upon
the psychological ramifications of the morality imposed on women.
This paper also attempts to throw light on them. Further with the
crime rates against women rising up (According to national crime
record, govt. of India 2013, rates of incidence in crime against
women have increased from 1.5 lakh cases being reported in 2001 to
2.5 lakh cases being reported in 2012) and India polled as the 4th
most dangerous country for women in the world (Poll done by
Thomson Reuters reported in Mail Today, 16 June 2011); addressing
the issue of imposed morality on women and necessity for change
becomes important too.

People in India whether rural or urban, tend to agree that a
woman's place is primarily at home and not in the public square. If
she has to venture out, then preferably during daytime and dressed
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influences of prosocial behaviour
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We as society are always focused on the negatives, i.e., we always point out and talk about anti-social behaviour but
rarely do we talk about or point out the small good actions that we do everyday which leads to the thriving of this
society lie following traffic rules, helping elderly, etc. The aim of this research was to have an in-depth
understanding of prosocial behaviour. The relationship of prosocial behaviour with emotional intelligence and
personality traits was assessed along with studying the gender differences, differences on emotional intelligence
and personality variables between slow and high scorers of prosociality and media influences on the same. For the
purpose of the study 100 young adults aged 18-25 years were asked to complete a questionnaire compiled using the
Helping Attitude Scale, NEO-FFI and HEXACO, and TEIQue-SF and further two self-constructed movies were
shown. Results indicated that emotional intelligence and personality traits except extraversion and openness to
experiences were significantly and positively correlated with prosocial behaviour. Further no significant gender
differences were found. The low and high scorers of posocial behaviour differed significantly on emotional
intelligence and personality variables except extraversion and openness to experiences. Lastly it was found that
media has a very direct and specific influence on prosocial behaviour with positive media film significantly
affecting participants with low scores on prosocial behaviour and negative media film influencing those with high
scores. Thus the study was concluded with a broadened understanding about prosocial behaviour and also with the
knowledge of how to use media efficiently to foster prosocial behaviour.

Keywords: prosocial behaviour, emotional intelligence, personality traits, gender, media influence

Why do we give our pen to someone who asks for it or why do we
share our notes and on a larger perspective why do people donate
money or join NGO's. All these questions are regarding the act of
compassion, help etc that we people indulge in everyday whether
intentionally or unintentionally. Such behaviours which bring
positive consequences for self, others and both are called as prosocial
behaviour.

Prosocial behaviour

Prosocial behaviour represents a broad category of acts that are
defined by some significant segment of society and/or one's social
group as generally beneficial to other people. Attention to prosocial
behaviour in psychology originated with McDougall (1908) who
argued that prosocial behavior is the result of “tender emotions”
created by the parental instinct, but most current research has its roots
in lay and scientific reactions to the non-responsive bystanders in the
brutal murder of Katherine “Kitty” Genovese in 1964. Since then, it
has evolved to encompass a broad range of biological, motivational,
cognitive, and social processes (Dovidio & Penner, 2001).

According to Batson (1986), the term was created by social
scientists as an antonym for antisocial. Social psychologist Baron
(2010) Prosocial behaviour, or “voluntary behaviour intended to
benefit another",is a social behaviour that "benefit [s] other people or
society as a whole", "such as helping, sharing, donating, co-
operating, and volunteering".
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Factors affecting/casusing prosocial behaviour

Evolutionary
Perspective

Psychological
Perspective

Social
Perspective

Demographical
Perspective
age, sex, etc

Biological
Perspective

PROSOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

Theories of prosocial behaviour

Equity theory: The theory is given by Adams et al. (1963). People are
happiest in relationships where the give and take are about equal.
Thus in terms of prosocial behaviour it is seen that people show
prosociality either to remove inequality or to maintain equality.
For example one employee gets reward for his or her work but his
or her colleague doesn't so he or she might help him or her out next
time so that both colleagues are at equal level and work well as a
team.

Empathy-Altruism theory: By Batson etal. (1972). According to this
theory individuals who feel empathetic show more of altruism
and/or any other type of prosocial behaviour than those who are not
empathetic.
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Jlappiness s an example uf.n positive coustiuct of menta) health that ma
nerease resilience to emotional disturbances, However, the resenrch ¢
vartables and happiness is relatively scarce in Indian context, This study
mass index as an indicator of good physical healtl among young adulls,
gmong young adulis (males & females) with healthy and unhealin
aatistically significant difference in the happiness levels of young adul
wgnificant difference botween healthy ang unhealthy young aduls
between physiological and paychological factory In detenmining goc
siymificant difference in bappiness sooron in underwelght category with v
of happiness than undenweight males. This indicates the |
contributing towards health and well being of individuals, The results
utemlay of vanous components in consonance with the biopaychosacial approach.

Keywords: biopsychosocial, body mass index, happiness, health
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nterploy of physical, paychological and social factors in
of the study Indicate that liealth is « complex

sauny people, bealth 1s simply a matter of fecling well with an
sarce of diseases or geuting over illnesses quickly. But soon,
xcompley interplay of mind and body in determining health

1 cogoised. World Health Organization (1948) defined .

4ibas 3 complete state of physical, mental, and social well-
og and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity"”
lor. 2006)

Body mass index

*0dtcomnionly used indicator of physical well beingin terns of
lune weight is the body mass index (BMT). It is calculated as
% hlograms divided by height in metres squared. It can be
443 puoxy for thinness and famess. BMI has been related to
b bazaids ay well as dea); rates in some populations (WHO
M(Oniullau'am 2004 ).
D msindey (BMI)is used to classify the weight of people as
i, healthy weight, overweight or abese. Any devialion
::-l:?c":my Weight range may impact the overall well being and
yeholg .l. | BMI is therefore associated with both physlcal nn.d
ms(gh::ghmm' including overall mortality, chronic somatic
200, ,,mm“ 31 1999) as well as psychiatic disorders (Petty c!
obe ~sl:“ €tal.,2010), The relationship with BMI has been
Ding gy ) 3r(>);d formortality (Childers et al., 2010); depression
ooy h"dq“‘"f)'Oflife(Hopmnnclnl.,2007;Tnno|
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Happiness

Health and well being is not limited to mere absence of illness or
discase. RyfY (1989) said that psychological well-being refers 10
what an individual needs for meaotal, social, and cogninve health
Onc of the major aspects of psychological well being 1s happiness.
Happiness can be defined as the degree to which people positvely
evaluate their overall life situation (Veenhoven, 1997). Rescarch
by Veenhoven (2008) has indicated that happiness tends 10
increase the lifetime of healthy people and reduces mental
problems. Happinessalso plays a very important role in enhancing
mental health, subjective well being and thus improves the quality
of life.

Happiness has a positive relationship with vanous dimiensions of
psychological health. It also bas an important role in prevenany
physical and mentul disorders (Salovey et al., 2000, Kuhne et 4l .
2011). Piquerus ct al, (2011) stuted that happiness was assexrated
with increasing the behaviours relating 0 mental health i srudents.
The results of tie research by Lyubomimky (2001) mdicated that
happiness can predict chinges associuted with psychological health
und well-belng.
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